
October	  10th	  2011	  
	  

Monika	  Czugala,	  Dermot	  Diamond	  and	  Fernando	  Benito-‐Lopez	  
	  

CLARITY:	  Centre	  for	  Sensor	  Web	  Technology,	  National	  Centre	  for	  Sensor	  Research,	  
Dublin	  City	  University,	  Dublin,	  IRELAND 

	  
Novel optical sensing system based on wireless paired emitter detector diode device for lab 

on a disc water quality analysis 
 

Increased demand for improved water management is a driving need for water quality monitoring 
systems with greatly improved price/performance characteristics. Typical analysis methods are very 
costly and time consuming, therefore simple, rapid, accurate, cost-effective field-deployable sensors 
incorporating wireless communication capabilities need to be developed [1]. The main requirements 
of these sensors such as reproducibility, low cost as well as selectivity and sensitivity must be met 
for scale-up and mass fabrication allowing for real-time monitoring as well as widespread field 
deployment.  
The first use of a wireless paired emitter detector diode (PEDD) as an optical sensor for water quality 
monitoring in a lab-on-a-disc device will be presented. The microfluidic platform is based on a pH 
dye/ionogel sensing area, combined with a low-cost, wireless optical sensor, PEDD, for monitoring 
the pH and the degree of turbidity of water samples in real time. So far, environmental water quality 
analysis has been provided by standard lab-on-a-chip systems [2], but not by centrifugal disc (CDs) 
platforms, which offer many advantages such as the elimination of large power supplies and external 
pumps.[3] 
The PEDD device involves two light emitting diodes (LEDs), placed above and below the sensing 
area. The resulting system is portable, incorporates wireless communication and is completely 
sustained via a small lithium polymer battery, Figure 1a. The sensing function is provided by a pH 
indicator dye, which is immobilized within an ionogel polymer matrix, Figure 1b.  
We believe that this device will be of special interest in samples with a relatively high level of solid 
contaminants that could interfere with optical analytical measurements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: a) Prototype of the PEDD centrifugal micro-fluidic system, b) channel consisting of three chambers. 
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