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PREFACE

Although the Kilhmor Rules appedt to be the tiist published set of rules tor erther
football o1 hutling 1t 15 clear that sets of rules tor each game existed long before Pat
Larkin committed his plav ing rules to paper

The rules that wete agiced by the captains betore games could haidly have been
mote than agieed varations on a generallv accepted corpus of legislation which, 1t
would appeat was o well known to even one, including 1eporters that thev did not
bother to 1ecord them 1or posterity

Desaiptions of the games tended to concentiate on the activity on the lield and the
spectators atound the tield rather than on the parameters within which the games wete
plaved

Although the Killimor Huilmg Club Commuttee 1esolved in 1885 that For the
tuture not less than thity be accepted to hurl a challenge match ! 1t would be tan to
assume that the number ot playets on a team could vary considerably

When Michael Cusack and F T Lynch agieed the rules tor a challenge hmling
match between the Metiopolitan Club and the Killmor Club on 13th Apul, 1884,
they agieed

(1) Toplay tor tour halt-hows

(2)  No tupping o1 taking holds (wiestling) weie allowed when plaving

A Mi Dunbar was appointed timekeeper and gioundheepers (touch judges) and
goalkeepers (umpites) were appointed

Cusach lost all heart and stated that his men weie not able tor the task
However, he artanged for his team to give an exhibition of how hwiling should be
played lhen M1 F TLynch did the same and a 1eporter of the Western News wiote

the keenest judge could detect no material ditferences 1n the style of erther teams 3

The mportant points to emerge trom these 1epoits are that there was no one well
detined game of hwling and ~econdlv the rules agiced by the captains before the
games wele a matter ol curtent consensus 1ather than ot titadition

standardisation ol the rules was ot tundamental importance to the survival ot the
game

O Laot 1ecords that It 1s significant to note that on Thursday 12th Tune, 1884
when Killimor plaved Melick the match was plaved undet the 1ules ot the Dublin
Metiopolitan Hurling Club — not the Kilhmor Rules

The tact that in addition to the Killimoi Rules theie had been at least sis other ~ets
of plaving rules produced for huilev and huiling meant that when the Association was
founded in November of 1884 Cusack had considerable experience m tormulating
playing rules

That he dicw extensively on the existing rules ot similar ball and stick games such
as shintv and somewhat similar tootball games like Austialian football 15 both a mat-
te1 of nstorical tact, and 1 perfectly understandable and commendable

OLao P The Annals of the G 4 { 1n Galway 1884-1901, p 10
id p 6

1id

id p 7
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In the wnter > view 1t was Cusach s determination that theie be a single standard
set of playing rules tor both tootball and huiling that made 1t possible for the young
association to survive all the other traumas ot the eaily years of its existence By
achieving this, he ensuied that whatever else divided the members of the association
from time to time at least they could all unite on the playing fields under single sets
of agreed rules of play

It could be argued that had Cusach failed to achieve this, neither these games noi
the Gaelic Athletic Association as we know it today would have survived

The importance of the playing 1ules of the games should never be under -estimated
o1 under valued

TOE LENNON September, 1997
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INTRODUCTION

This collection of the playing 1ules of gaelic tootball and huilmg stretches back fiom
1995 to the toundation of the Gaelic Athletic Association and bevond to what 15 gen-
erally 1egarded as the eatliest known and punted set of plaving rules for huiling — The
Killimor Rules of 1869

It 15 safe to assume that there were at least two torms of tootball and hwling
plaved i Licland (and Cornwall) betore Michael Cusack tounded the Association n
1884, and detcrmined that hencetorth there would be only one torm of each

Given that 1t was normal practice 1n lieland and abioad for the captains ot teams to
agiee the playing rules shottly betore a game, and usually on the dav of the game 1t 15
tan to assume that theie were many local vaitations of the torm of both tootball and
hutling

Even after 1860 Soccer Austialian Rules, Rughy and Gaelic football wete not
tully diffetentiated tiom the common 1t not universal game of football

Huilmg and similar ball and stick games, particularly shinty did not acquue then
distinctive characteristics tor some time after thev wete adopted by associations
which then proceeded to coditv then plaving rules

Pre-tamine lreland had a population of about twice that of todav and the games ot
tootball and huiling were as popular and as common 1n winter time at least, as thev
are today

Hence 1t mav at fust seem surprising that apait from those tew sets ot huiling
rules pre-1884 that theie appear to be no 1ecords of ot detailed 1eterences to the play -
ing 1ules of erther game

Although impossible to prove, one of the 1easons for this could be the suggestion
bv Protessor Geottrey Blamney 1n his book on Austialian Rules, | Game of Our Own,
that n the caily vears ot that game thae wele mote unwnitten than wiitten down
rules

Cleatly theie must have been even a small corpus o1 cote ot rules which were gen-
etally known and taken tor granted and since the 1ules tor the dav weie agieed on the
dav players had to adapt quickly to anv vanations agieed by then captan

Untortunately  descriptions ot catly games of tootball and huiling invaiiably omit
detailed 1eterence to the plaving 1ules However although Matt Concannon s dvnam-
1c and poetic desciiption of a tootball game at Oxmantown, now 1n north Dublin city
came tantalisinghy close to detailing the 1ules of play  the best we can extiact trom 1t
are some ol the 1ules of specitication of the ball

[0 outward view thiee folds of bullock s hide
With leathern thiongs tast bound on every side,
A mass of finest hav concealed trom wight
Conspue at once to make 1t 1111 and light

and the diess ot the Swoids players
Then active limbs all loosely clad in White

A Crumson Ribband, tiimly ty d behind,
Tung trom cach Cap and wantoned in the wind
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Apart from scoring

One kich he sottly stole
And with another diove 1t thiough the Goal

the players could catch and 1un with the ball
Then to the wrestling

At Grappling now then mutual Skill they try,
Now Arm in Arm they lock, and 'high in Thigh
Now turn, now twine, now with a furious Bound,
Each Iitts his tieice Opposer fiom the (nound

From 4 AMatch at Foothall A poem by Matt Concannon, 1720

Although this leatwme of wiestling while playing the games was abandoned within a
few vears of the toundation of the GAA, the Official Guide of 1889 contained the
rules of four forms ol wiesthng — Catch-as-catch-can, Gieco-Roman, Collar and
Fibow and Catch hold

Unfortunately, I have been unable to trace a complete copy of every set of playing
rules produced by the GAA

It 1s mteresting to note that both Kerry in 1889, and Meath 1n 1894, produced sets
or at least partial sets ot playmg rules independently of the Annual Convention Other
counties may have done likewise

Atter Rule 27 of the 1896/97 set of 1ules tor football a 1ew, perhaps three rules, aie
missing Sets of 1ules were produced m 1901 ot which only 15 for football and 20 tor
huthng were tiaced

In the fust decade ot this century, the dimensions of the scornng space wele
1educed from 63 to 21 feet Dunng this same decade, a determined effort was made to

“ abolish the catching of the ball and hicking 1t when 1n play °

Pioposed by M1 k' Totde (Roscommon) and seconded by Mi H O’Toole, this
extraordinary p1 oposal was defeated at the Annual Convention of 1903 by the a mar-
gmotf 22 to | I 1 Other unsuccesstul ettorts were made by Luke O’Toole secietary of
the GAA and executives lthe Mr T Redmond during the fust decade of the century to
abolish catching 2

At the 1903 Adjourned Convention held on 12 Decembei, 1t was decided that
“[UJmpuies, whcn neutral should, like linesmen, call the 1efetee’s attention to rough
“and foul play 31 F O Sullvan proposed a successtul motion that ‘the playing
rules would be 1evised only every thiee years as alterations in the rules year afte1 year
was calculated to contuse players and led to endless discussions at the Conventions’

| Saturday Herald 17 Tanuary 1903

Catching 4 Plea for its Aboliion T H Redmond, from The Gaelic Annual and
County Duectory Pub by GAA 1908-9 pps 40-42

O Sulbvan T F [he Storvofthe (5 4 1 p 162
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It would appear that very few rule changes were made in 1903 The fact that a
Sub-Committee was appointed on 12 November, 1903 to draft hurling and football
rules would tend to confirm this assumption

Although Eoin O’Duffy was appointed chairman of a committee to revise the play-
ing rules in 1918, 1t 1s very doubtful if any playing rule changes or indeed Official
Guides were produced from 1915 to 1923

Even with these noted, and perhaps even further omissions of which 1 am unaware,
there are sufficient sets of rules for the pertod 1885 to 1995 for the purposes of this
collection which s to ascertain what, 1f any, philosophy or strands of philosophic
thought can be gleaned from a study and analysis of these playing rules which may be
helpful for future legislators

Three distinct eras are clearly discernible n this collection of the playing rules of
football and hurling

From December 1884 to the Congress of 1950, at least twenty-four editions of
playing rules were published, and at least ten Special Committees had been estab-
lished and reported back on the playing rules

The rules of play of each game were presented separately during this sixty- five
year period

The second era lasted forty years from Congress of 1950 to the Special Delegate
Congress 1n December, 1990

In this forty year period, the playing rules of these distinctly different games were
combined or “Co-Related” as Padraig O Caoimh referred to it At least twenty sepa-
rate official editions of the playing rules were produced in 40 years — ten of them 1n
the last decade

Finally, on st January, 1991, the playing rules of gaelic football and hurling were
officially separated again, and presented in a new simplified format which contains
three sections — The Rules of Control, The Rules of Play and The Rules of
Specification A list of definitions of key terminology 1s now included and 1s an inte-
gral part of the playing rules

The decision to include the Composite Rules of Hurling and Shinty 1s justified in
terms of the overall study — particularly the Comparative Analysis

Having read Richard Carew’s marvellous description of two forms of hurling
played in Cornwall over 400 years ago, and knowing that Irish hurlers played Cornish
hurlers in London, ¢ 1654, in the presence of Oliver Cromwell, | could not resist the
temptation to record the rules of these two Cornish hurling games

Summaries of the specification of the playing rules from 1885 to 1910 are includ-
ed at the end of each set to help visualise the scene Diagrams of the playing field are
ncluded with each set of playing rules trom 1987 to 1995 nclusive

In transcribing these sets of playing rules, | have endeavoured to reproduce the text
exactly as 1 found it Any errors in the cross checking from the original texts with this
collection are mine

Apart from the many people whose help in collecting these rules 1 have gratefully
acknowledged, 1 must again record my sincere thanks to Anne, my wife, for her
patience and skill in the process of checking and reading back from the originals

SEPTEMBER, 1997 JOE LENNON
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THE KILLIMOR RULES - ‘1869’

By PAT LARKIN of KILTOMER, CO GALWAY who was President and Chaurman
of the Galway Co Board for the years 1888 to 1893 inclusive — except for a period
1888 when he was 1n prison

These Rules were adopted by the Commuttee of the Killimor Hurling Club on

Sunday 22nd February, 1885 1

At this meeting 1t was unanmmously resolved

1
2

11

m

v

vi

Vii

That for the future that not less than thirty be accepted to hurl a challenge match
That we call upon Mr Cusack to deny the false and scandalous accusations made
upon us 1n several of the Dublin daihes after the Ballinasloe challenge match for
the silver cup — a truthful reply to which was refused us by the same prejudiced
press at the time

That to avoid mistakes our hurling colours for the future be green and gold

That no more challenge matches be either accepted or played against neighbour-
ng parishes

That we hurl under the following rules until a general meeting of the G A A be
held on next November

KILLIMOR RULES

Each team when hurling, must wear a different colour for the purpose of distinc-
tion

Three umpires to be appointed on each stde who have power to order any hurler
to cease playing, who 1n their opimon 1s under the influence of strong drink, who
loses his temper or strikes any of his opponents intentionally Should the hurler
refuse to do so, the opposing team may claim the prize that 1s being played for
Should any hurler, when jostling, use his hurl so as to bring 1t into contact with is
opponent, with a view of mnjuring him, he must cease hurling when told to do so
by any of the umpires Penalty same as Rule

No hurler can get a substitute, except he meets with an accident which in the
opinion of the Umpires renders him unable to play

No hurler 1s allowed, when playing, to handle the ball, which must, 1n order to
secure a count, be hurled through or over the goal

Should the ball go outside the goalposts 1t 1s to be taken back by one of the
Umpires and placed at a distance of not more than thirty yards from the said goal
The time and number of goals to be agreed on by the captains before
commencing play, and the majonity of goals constitutes the winner

vul Bystanders to have no voice 1n any decision, and should they interfere with the

hurlers 1n any way, that may be considered by the umpires and judges as

1 Annals of the G A A in Galway 1884-1901 by Padraig O Laot

ps 10,11, 12
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preventing the game being fairly played, the aggrieved hurlers may claim the
prize F

ix In cases of dispute, the umpires and or three of the judges combined must decide
by ballot From this decision there 1s no .ppeal

X  On the decision being declared, the stakeholder must hand over the prize to the
captain of the winning team

From this set of rules the following can be deduced —

There were at least six officials — three umpires from each side The reference to
Judges 1s unclear

Aggressive fouls and intoxication were penalised by dismissal

There was a set of goal posts at each end of the field but there was no cross bar

The game was won by the team which reached an agreed number of goals first
Substitutes were only allowed 1n cases of accidents

Teams had to wear different colours

Disputes were settled by the umpires ‘and or three of the judges’ combined by ballot
There was no appeal against these decisions

LAWS OF HURLEY
As played at T.C.D. (1870)

1 A player 1s on side, so long as the ball 1s on the right side of his person, and he

hits 1t with the left side of his hurl It 1s not meant, however, by this rule to

prevent a player using both sides of his hurl, whilst dodging the ball, although n

domng so he renders himself hable to be shinned Swiping with the night side 1s

strictly forbidden

No hurl to be shod with 1ron, or hooped with wire 1n a dangerous manner

No hurl to exceed two inches 1n depth of blade

4 The ball may be taken ten yards in front of goal, and then hit off by the goal-
keeper, who shall have an unmolested swipe at the ball No opponent shall be
allowed to touch the ball, until the hurl of the goal-keeper shall have done so

5 No goal can be obtained 1n one puck, unless the ball strike an opponent’s hurl

6 Should the ball be kicked in or hit behind, 1t may be brought out ten yards 1n
front of goal, and hit off again But 1if the ball be kicked by a player into his own
goal, 1t shall count for the other side If the ball be designedly played behind, 1t
shall be considered as still 1n play

7 Should the ball go out of bounds, the first player who shall touch 1t, either with

his hurl or person, shall have the privilege of throwing 1t out at the place where 1t

mntersected the boundary line If the throw be manifestly partial, the ball shall be

returned The player may not take 1t himself

Pushing a man when on side 1s forbidden

9 Running the ball mnto touch, unless when the goal 1s eminently threatened, 1s

w N
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discountenanced as opposed to straightforward play

Should a player catch the ball in the air off an enemy’s hurl, he can take a free
high-up at the place where he stands, but the moment the ball falls on the ground
this privilege ceases

Should a goal-keeper, although warned, advance more than 30 yards n front of
goal, an opponent may go behind him and still obtain a goal

A player shall not be allowed to wind his hurl round his head when 1n close
quarters

Coming behind off-side to crook an enemy’s hurl, whilst he 1s 1n the act of
striking, 1s discountenanced as dangerous

All disputes about infringement of Rules, etc , shall be referred to the commuttee,
five of whom shall form a quorum, whose decision shall be final

Gentlemen must all appear 1n some coloured garment on match days Members
of the eleven and fifteen must wear their uniforms

The ball should always be the object of play

Apart from the references to the hurley 1n rules two and three, the method of deciding
disputes and the requirement for “some coloured garment” to be worn by the
gentlemen, this set of rules says nothing about the specifications of the game

The Hurling Club, 1879 Trinity College
By courtesy of Trevor West from his The Bold Corinthians

—_3



10

11
12

13

14

15

16

LAWS OF HURLEY
(1879)

Goals to be eight feet 1n height and ten in width

No hurl to be loaded, or shod with iron, or hooped with wire, in a dangerous
manner, the blade of a hurl not to exceed two inches 1n depth

Only two players- the half-back and goal-keeper- to be allowed to puck

The ball to be hit off from a spot ten yards 1n front of goal No opponent to touch
the ball till the hurl of the goal-keeper shall have done so

To obtain a goal the ball must be hit from a position on, or within, a hne running
across the ground, at a distance of fifteen yards from the goal

A player 1s on side so long as the ball 1s on the right side of his person, and he
hits 1t with the left side of his hurl It 1s not meant, however, by this rule to
prevent a player using both sides of his hurl whilst dodging the ball, although in
doing so he renders himself lable to be shinned Swiping with the night side 1s
strictly forbidden

That a player be hacked by his opponent’s stick, should he persistently continue
to play with the ball when he has been put “off side” by the dexterity of his
opponent

No goal can be obtained 1n one puck, unless the ball strike an opponent’s hurl
Should the ball be kicked 1n, or hit behind,it may be brought out ten yards in
front of goal and hit off again, but if the ball be kicked by a player into his own
goal, 1t shall count for the other side If the ball be designedly played behind, 1t
shall be considered as still in play

Should the ball go out of bounds, the first player who shall touch 1t, either with
his hurl or person, shall have the privilege of throwing 1t out at the place where 1t
intersected the boundary line If the throw be manifestly partial, the ball shall be
returned The player must not take 1t himself

Pushing a man when on side 1s forbidden

Should a goal-keeper, although warned, advance more than twenty-five yards in
front of goal, an opponent may go behind him and stil] obtain a goal

A player not to be allowed to wind his hurl round his head when 1n close
quarters

It 1s not permitted to crook an enemy’s hurl, coming behind “off side” to do so,
whilst he 1s 1n the act of striking, 1s particularly discountenanced as dangerous
Running the ball nto touch, unless when the goal 1s imminently threatened, 1s
discountenanced as opposed to straightforward play

The ball should always be the object of play

The only specifications 1n this set of rules are for the goals and the hurley

‘G



DUBLIN HURLING CLUB RULES, 1883

(From Irish Sportsman)

A largely attended general meeting of this club was held lately at 85 York Street to
adopt a constitunon and amend the rules of the game Dr H Auchinleck, FRO S1
in the chair After some discussion, the following rules for playing the game were
adopted

1 The goal posts shall be pitched 150 yards apart, and each goal shall be formed by
two upright posts, eight feet in height, crossed by a horizontal bar, and the posts shall
be ten feet apart

2 That a goal be obtained by the ball being driven beneath the horizontal bar and
between the posts

3 That the ball shall not be struck or propelled 1n any way by anything save the
hurl

4 The ball, when raised by means of the hurl alone, may be caught in the hand and
tossed vertically for the purpose of being struck by the hurl

5 The ball may be carried (when raised as in 4) any distance by means of the hurl,
or tossed forward, and again caught by the same instrument

6 That the goal Ine be a contmuation of the actual line between the posts to a
distance of 60 yards on each side

7 That when the ball 1s driven behind this line 1t shall be considered dead until

driven 1mnto the field of play by the goal-keeper or any player he may appoint standing
in the immedate front of the goal

8 That in the melee (1e when more than one player 1s i direct play with the ball)
no player shall swing his hurl, or strike with back of same, save when the ball 1s in the
air

9 That no crooking or clashing of hurls be admitted, and that the hurl be used
solely to guard the person of the player, and to stop, strike, or to carry the ball

10 Should the ball cross the boundary of touch 1t shall be tossed out at nght angles
with the touch line into the field of play by a player on the opposite side to the player
that Jast struck 1t previous to 1t going into touch

11 A player 15 not allowed to trip, hold or push an adversary.

12 That in the event of infringements of Rules 3,8,9, or 11, the ball be brought back
on appeal to the umpire to where the infringement occurred and a bully formed there

The only specifications are for the goals See Rule 1

—5—
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A portrait of the Dublin Metropolitan Hurling Club founded by Michael Cusack, from the lllustrated Sporting and Dramanc News 22 March 1884

(1) Lady on horseback TOSSING THE BALL (2) Two players with ball on ground SIDE YOUR OWN (3) Single player hurl raised mn R Hand A FLY CATCH (4)
Single player standing on L. Leg CROSSING, (5) Single player reaching for ball on ground RISING, (6) Large group of players A WARM CORNER, (7) Group of 4
hurlers A SWIPER Tom Molohan Capt Michael Cusack Pres



THE RULES OF HURLEY 1880s

(These Rules of Hurley for 1880s with this introduction appear in Chapter
XXXIYV of a book whose title I could not trace.)

In our chapter on hockey we allude to the fact that a modification of that fine old
game 1s played in Ireland under the name of Hurley Between hockey and hurley,
however, there are some strongly-marked differences, and as the Irnish game, 1n the
peculiar practice of carrying the ball on the stick, seems to be a different immitation
of lacrosse, a few words on 1ts laws and principles will not prove uninteresting or
useless

Hockey 1s played with a stick having a curved head, but hurley 1s played with a
‘hurl,” or bat, made out of ash, well dried, so as to give a certain amount of
springiness, and of a stated shape, with crescent curves and flat sides This hurl,
which has a blade two inches deep, 1s a very powerful implement, and with 1t some
tremendous drives can be given Like some hockey-sticks, 1t 15 occasionally hooped
with wire, but the privilege of having it shod with 1ron has 1n the Union rules been
done away with Hurley, like hockey, has formed an association of 1ts various clubs,
and all the principal matches are now played under the code of the ‘Irish Hurley
Umon’

The players may number twenty-one a-side, and 1n village contests are chosen by
the two captamns 1n the ordinary way, the first choice being determined by ‘handle or
boss’ wnstead of ‘round or flat > The goals are eight feet high and ten feet apart, and
the goal-keepers have to hit off the ball from a spot twelve yards in front of them,
called the twelve-yards line No one 1s allowed to touch the ball unt1l the goal-
keeper’s hurl has done so, and unless the ball 1s within the twelve-yards line the goal-
keeper alone has the right to swipe

These are the principal points of the game, and from them 1t will be seen that there
1s scope 1n 1t for good rattling play, and that the hits, owing to the massive nature of
the hurl, must be very much longer and stronger than they are at hockey At hockey,
owing to the stock being curved and so thin, it requires very much more than ordinary
dexterity to catch and keep the ball on it, but with the flat two inches of the of the hurl
1t 1s possible, by a sudden jerk, to hold the ball for a mmute or so during which a
considerable run can be made, and this running 1s the best part of the game — at least,
to the spectators It requires some adroitness to run with the ball on the crosse — 1t
requires very much more to run with 1t on the hurl

Hurley 1s, 1n fact, hockey with this special bat admitting of the carrying game It 1s
very popular all over Ireland, though of late years football has surpassed 1t 1n the
schools and colleges Amongst the townsfolk and villagers 1t, however, holds its own,
and there are, as may well be imagined, few more exciting or lively sights than a
genuine country hurley match

Through the courtesy of Mr H Worthington, Secretary of the Hurley Union we are
enabled to give the latest edition of the formal -



RULES OF THE GAME

1 That the goals be eight feet in height and ten feet in breadth

2 No hurl to be shod wath 1ron or hooped with wire 1n a dangerous manner, nor
to exceed two mnches 1n depth of blade

3 The ball to be hit off from a spot twelve yeards 1n front of goal No opponent
to touch the ball until the hurl of the goal-keeper shall have done so

4 That the goal-keeper alone be allowed to swipe, unless the ball be within
twelve yards of goal

5 That no goal can be obtained unless the ball be hit from a position on, or
within the twelve-yards line

6 That no goal be obtained by a man hitting the ball off side or with the night
side of his hurl

7 Should the ball be hit or kicked behtnd, 1t may be brought out twelve yards in
front of goal and hit off again, but if the ball be kicked by a player into his own goal,
it shall count for the other side If the ball be designedly played behind, 1t shall be
considered as still in play

8 Should the ball be knocked 1nto touch, 1t shall be thrown out at right-angles to
the touchline by a player of the opposite side to the player that last struck 1t,
previously to going into touch, and when thrown out, must touch the ground before
coming 1nto play

9 A player 1s not allowed to push, hold, or trtp an adversary, crook his hurl, or
throw his own

10 A player 1s on side as long as the ball 1s on the right side of his person, and he
hits 1t with the left side of his hurl (It 1s not, however, meant by this to prevent the
player using both sides of his hurl while dodging the ball ) Swiping with the right side
15 strictly forbidden

11 If the full-back does not pass the half-way flags, no player on the oppisite
side behind him at the time the ball 1s hit can play the ball, if it has last been touched
by one of his own side, until 1t be touched by one of his opponents

12 A player may be hacked by an opponent’s hurl, should he persistently
continue to play with the ball when he has been placed off side

13 A player 1s not allowed to raise his hurl over his shoulder in close quarters
14 No man, except the full-back, be allowed to handle the ball

15 That deliberate kicking or throwing the ball be not allowed

16 A player be allowed to stop the ball with his feet, but not kick 1t

17 That 1n the event of any infringement of Rules 14 and 15, the ball be brought
back, on appeal to the umpire, to where the mfrigement occurred, and a bully be
formed there

18 The ball always to be the object of play
19 The decision of the umpire to be final for the time
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THE FIRST PLAYING RULES OF
FOOTBALL AND HURLING
ADOPTED BY THE G.A.A.

AT ITS SECOND CONVENTION
IN DECEMBER, 1884

FOOTBALL RULES ~
(1884)

1  There shall not be less than fourteen or more than twenty-one players aside
2 There shall be two umpires and a referee Where the umpires disagree the
referee’s decision shall be final
3 The ground shall be at least 120 yards long by 80 1n breadth, and properly
marked by boundary hines Boundary lines must be at least five yards from fences
4  The goal posts shall stand at each end 1n centre of the goal line They shall be 15
feet apart, with a cross-bar 8 feet from the gound
5 The captamns of each team shall toss for choice of sides before comencing play,
and the players shall stand 1n two ranks opposite each other until the ball 1s thrown
up, each man holding the hand of one of the other side
6 Pushing or tnipping from behind, holding from behind, or butting with the head,
shall be deemed foul, and the players so offending shall be ordered to stand aside, and
may not afterwards take part n the match, nor can his side substitute another man
7  The time of actual play shall be one hour Sides to be changed only at hailf time
8 The match shall be decided by the greater number of goals If no goal be kicked
the match shall be deemed a draw A gaol 1s when the ball 1s kicked through the goal
posts under the cross-bar
9  When the ball 1s kicked over the side line 1t shall be thrown back by a player of
the opposite side to him who kicked 1t over If kicked over the goal line by a player
whose goal line 1t 1s, 1t shall be thrown back 1n any direction by a player of the other
side If kicked over the goal line by a player of the other side, the goal keeper whose
line 1t crosses shall have a free kick No player of the other side to approach nearer 25
yards of him till the ball 1s kicked
10 The umpires and referee shall have during the match full power to disqualify any
player, or order him to stand aside and discontinue play for any act which they may
consider unfair, as set out i Rule 6

No nails or irontips allowed on the boots (Strips of leather fastened on the soles
will prevent shipping )

The dress for hurling and football to be knee-breeches and stockings and boots or
shoes

It would be well if each player was provided with two jersies, one white and the
other some dark colour The colours of s Club could be worn on each Then when a
match was made, 1t could be decided the colours each side should wear

— 10—
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HURLING RULES
(1884)

The ground shall, when convenient, be at least 200 yards long by 150 yards
broad, or as near to that size as can be got

There shall be boundary lines all around the ground, at a distance of at least five
yards from the fence

The goal shall be two upright posts, twenty feet apart, with a cross-bar ten feet
from the ground A goal won when the ball 1s driven between the posts and under
the bar

The ball shall not be lifted off the ground with the hand, when 1n play

There shall not be less than fourteen or more than twenty-one players aside in
regular matches

There shall be an umpire for each side and a referee who will decide 1n cases
where the umpires disagree The referee keeps the time and throws up the ball at
the commencement of each half

The time of play shall be one hour and twenty minutes Sides to be changed at
half-time

Before commencing play hurlers shall draw up in two lmes m the centre of the
field opposite to each other and catch hands or hurleys across, then separate The

referee then throws the ball along the ground between the players or up high over
their heads

No player to catch, trip or push from behind Penalty, disqualification of the
offender and free puck to the opposite side

No player to bring his hurley intentionally in contact with the person of another
player Penalty as in Rule 9 p

If the ball 1s driven over the side-lines it shall be thrown 1 towards the middle of
the ground by the referee or one of the umpires, but 1if it rebounds into the
ground 1t shall be considered 1n play

If the ball 1s driven over the end-lines and not through the goals, the player who
1s defending the goal shall have a free puck from the goal No player of the
opposite side to approach nearer than twenty yards until the ball 1s struck The
other players to stand on the goal- line But if the ball 1s driven over the goal-line
by a player whose goal 1t 15, the opposite side shall have a free puck on the
ground twenty yards out from the goal-posts Players whose goal 1t 1s to stand on
the goal line until the ball 1s struck N B Hitting both night and left 1s allowable

— 11—



SUMMARY OF SPECIFICATIONS

1884
FOOTBALL HURLING
PITCH SIZE
At least 120 yds x 80 yds 200 yds x 150 yds (or nearest)
MARKING
Side ines goal hine Side lines, goal lines
Boundary lines Syds from fence
JEAM SIZE
14 min, 21 max 14 min, 21 max
OFFICIALS
Ref + 2 Umpires {field) Ref + 2 Umprres {field)
DURATION
One hour One hour twenty mins
SCORING SPACE
&t ort
/5 20/t
SCORES
Goals (only) Goals {only)
BALL
DRESS

Knee breeches and stockings
shoes or boots (no nails or
ron tips allowed }

Two jerseys - one white one dark

Diwagram 1

— 12—

Knee breeches and stockings,
shoes or boots {no nails or

tron tips allowed

Two jerseys - one white one dark



Michael Cusack the Footballer, second from left front row

Michael Cusack the Hurler, centre with trilby and beard
(Courtesy of Independant Newspapers Ltd }

— 13—
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FOOTBALL RULES
(1886 — Estimated)

According to IRISLEABHAR BLIANTUIL 1944 — OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE
GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION page 33, “a book of exceptional importance
came 1nto the possession of a G A A Secretary It contains the early rules of the
G A A, sections being devoted to hurling, football, handball and athletics ” The art1-
cle was entitled A SIXTY YEAR OLD RULE BOOK

Unfortunately, the actual date of the book or the rules was not mentioned n the
article These rules are not exactly the same as those above for 1885 and they predate
the 1888 rules

There are some differences between these sets of rules and those for 1886 repro-
duced below

1 — There shall not be less than fourteen or more than twenty-one players aside

2 — There shall be two umpires and a referee Where the umpires disagree the refer-
ee’s decision shall be final

3 — The ground shall be at least 120 yards long by 80 yards in breadth, and properly
marked by boundary lines Boundary lines must be at least five yards from fences

4 — The goal posts shall stand at each end 1n centre of the goal line They shall be 15
feet apart, with a cross-bar 8 feet from the gound

5 — The captains of each team shall toss for choice of sides before comencing play,
and the players shall stand in two ranks opposite each other until the ball is thrown
up, each man holding the hand of one of the other side

6 — Pushing or tnpping from behind, holding from behind, or butting with the head,
shall be deemed foul, and the player so offending shall be ordered to stand aside, and
may not afterwards take part in the match, nor can his side substitute another man

7 — The ume of actual play shall be one hour Sides to be changed only at half-time

8 — The match shall be decided by the greater number of goals If no goal be kicked
the match shall be deemed a draw A gaol 1s when the ball 1s kicked through the goal-
posts under the cross-bar

9 — When the ball 1s kicked over the side-line 1t shall be thrown back by a player of
the opposite side to him who kicked 1t over If kicked over the goal line by a player
whose goal Iine 1t 1s, it shall be thrown back 1n any direction by a player of the other
side, the goal keeper whose line 1t crosses shall have a free kick No player of the
other side to approach nearer than 25 yards of him till the ball 1s kicked

—15—



10 — The umpures and referee shall have during the match full power to disqualify any
player, or order him to stand aside and discontinue play, for any act which they may

consider unfair, as set out 1n Rule 6
No nails or irontips allowed on the boots (Strips of leather fastened on the soles

will prevent slipping )

It would be well if each player was provided with two jersies, one white and the
other some dark colour The colours of his Club could be worn on each Then when a
match was made, 1t could be decided the colours each side should wear

A comparison of the 1855 shiothar with 1ts modern version
From GAA Golden Jubilee Number, Irish Independent, Easter 1934
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HURLING - RULES
(1886 —~ Estimated)

1 — The ground shall be at least 200 yards long by 150 yards broad, or as near to that
size as can be got

2 — There shall be boundary lines all around the ground, at a distance of at least five
yards from the fences

3 — The goal shall be two upright posts, twenty feet apart, with a cross-bar ten feet
from the ground A goal 1s won when the ball 1s driven between the posts and under
the cross-bar

4 — The ball shall not be hfted off the ground with the hand, when 1n play

5 - There shall not be less than fourteen, or more than twenty-one players at the side
1n regular matches

6 — There shall be an umpire for each side, and a referee who will decide 1n cases
where the umpires disagree The referee keeps the time and throws up the ball at the
commencement of each goal

7 - The time of play shall be one hour and twenty minutes Sides to be changed at
half time

8 — Before commencing play hurlers shall draw up in two lines 1n the centre of the
field oppostte to each other and catch hands or hurleys across, then separate The ref-
eree then throws the ball along the ground between the players or up high over their
heads

9 — No player 1s to catch, tnp, or push from behind Penalty, Disqualification of the
offender and free puck to the opposite side

10 — No player to bring his hurley intentionally 1n contact with the person of another
player Penalty as Rule 9

11 — If the ball 1s driven over the side lines 1t shall be thrown in towards the middle of
the ground by the referee or one of the umpires, but if 1t rebounds mto the ground it
shall be considered 1n play

12 — If the ball 1s driven over the end lines and not through the goal, no player of the
opposite side to approach nearer than twenty yards until the ball 1s struck The other
players to stand on the goal-line But if the ball 1s dniven over the goal-line by a play-
er whose goal 1t 1s, the opposite side shall have a free puck on the ground twenty
yards out from the goal posts Players whose goal it 1s to stand on the side hne unul
the ball 1s struck N B Hitting both right and left 1s allowable

A light ball, about 4 inches 1n diameter, made of corks and wollen thread, and cov-
ered with leather, 1s best The hurley may be of any pattern fancied by the player
(Words, phrases and punctuation underlined are changes from the 1885 rules )



SUMMARY OF SPECIFICATI
1885-1886 (Estimated)

FOOTBALL HURLING
PITCH SIZE

120 yds x 80 yds 200 yds x 150 yds (or nearest}
MARKINGS

Side lines goal ines Side hines, goal lines

Syds from fences S5yds from fences
TEAM SIZE

14 min 21 max 14 min 21 max
OFFICIALS

Ref + 2 Umprres (field} Ref + 2 Umpires (field)

TIME
One hour One hour twenty mins

SCORING SPACE

0ft

[ e 1
Il 20/

SCORES
Goals {only) Goals {only)
BALL

A hght ball about 4 ins in
diameter Made of cork and woolen
thread covered with leather

HURLEY
Any pattern fancied by the
player

DRESS

Choice of jerseys white or
dark and club colours
No nails or iron tips on boots

Diagram 2
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HURLING RULES
(1886)

The ground for full teams (21 aside) should be 196 yards long by 140 yards
broad or as near to that size as can be got There 1s no objection to a larger
ground

There shall not be less than 14 or more than 21 players aside 1n regular matches

There shall be two umpires and a referee When the umpires disagree, the
referee’s decision shall be final, there should also be an umpire at each goal to
watch the goals and points, the referee shall be the umekeeper and throw up the
ball at the commencement of each goal

The goal-posts shall be 21 feet apart, with a cross-bar 10 1/2 feet from the
ground Point-posts should also be provided seven yards outside each goal-post

Before commencing play, hurlers shall draw up 1n two lines 1n the centre of the
field opposite each other and catch hurleys across, then separate The referee
shall then throw the ball along the ground between the players or up high over
their heads

A player must not catch or trip another player, nor push him from behind or bring
his hurley ntentionally n contact with another player For each breach of such
rule the referee 1s empowered to award a free puck

The referee 1s also empowered to order the offender to stand aside during the
whole or part of the balance of the game His side cannot send 1n a substitute for
a player thus suspended If a player 1s hurt and unable to continue playing
through any breach of this rule by the opposition, the referee can allow a
substitute 1n his place

The time of actual play shall be one hour, unless otherwise arranged, sides to be
changed at half-time

The umpires or referee are to throw the ball m when 1t goes out of play, except
when 1t crosses the end-lines, when 1t 1s to be pucked out from goal-posts No
player from the opposite side to advance closer than 21 yards until the ball has
been struck and no player from the striker’s side to be further out from his own
goal than the centre of the field untl the ball 1s pucked A goal 1s scored when
the ball 1s dniven between the posts and under the cross-bar, a point 1s scored
when the ball 1s driven between the posts and over the cross-bar or between the
point-posts

The match will be decided by the greater number of goals, where no goals are
made, or where an equal number are scored, the game will be decided by the
greater number of points
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The ball must not be hifted off the ground with the hands when in play It may be
struck with the hand or kicked It may be caught when off the ground and the
player so catching 1t may puck 1t in any way he pleases, but must not carry 1t
(except on the hurley) or throw 1t Hitting the ball both right and left 1s allowable

For any breach of the rules the referee shall allow a free puck if he thinks fit In
free pucks, except the puck from the goal, the ball must not be taken 1n the hand
No player from the opposite side to approach nearer than 21 yards until the ball 1s
struck, but 1f the free puck 1s allowed nearer than 21 yards of the goal-line, the
opposite player need not stand behind the line

If the ball strikes a bystander near the sidelines, except the referee or umpire, 1t 1s
out of play and must be thrown 1n by one of these officials, if 1t strikes a
bystander at the end lines 1t shall be pucked from the goal The referee has power
to allow a goal or a point 1f either score would, 1n his opinion, have been made 1f
the ball had not struck a bystander

The ball should not be less than 4 1/2" or more than 5" in diameter and should
weigh not less than 7 ozs or more than 10 ozs for regular matches A ball made
of cork and woolen thread 1s recommended The hurley may be of any pattern
fancied by the player

The scoring space, 1886



SUMMARY OF SPECIFICATIONS

1886
FOOTBALL HURLING
PITCH SIZE
140 yds x 84 yds {or nearest) 196 yds x 140 yds (or nearest)
MARKINGS
Side lines, end lines Side lines, end lines
5yds from fence 5yds from fence
TEAM SIZE
14 min 21 max 14 min 21 max
. OFFICIALS
Ref + 2 Umprires {(field) Ref + 2 Umpires (field)
* TIME
One hour (or as agreed) One hour {or as agreed)

SCORING SPACE

SO/ b1r1s
2 ‘ P Y24 21 2/ i
SCORES
Goals Points only count if Goals Points only count if
goals are equal goals are equal
BALL
4 55 ns indiameter 7 ozs 10 ozs
Cork and woolen thread
recommended
DRESS
Knee breeches and stockings Knee breeches and stockings and
and shoes or boots {No nails shoes or boots
or ron tips allowed),
HURLEY

Any pattern fancted by the player

These specifications are extracted from a set of hurling rules and part of a
set of football rules which appear on p 8 et seq of SONS OF THE GAEL by
Padraig Puirseal

*This data was not covered by Puirseal but since there was a referee and
two field umpires in previous and subsequent sets of football rules, 1t s
reasonable to assume that this obtained

Diagram 3
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DIAGRAM SHOWING HOW TEAMS WERE PLACED IN 1887

This 1s a diagram showing how teams were usually placed under the old rule of 21 aside The
team s supposed to be playing for “B” goal —

B Goal.
0o ) Extreme
0 0 0 ) Fwards
Left Wing. Right Wing.
0 0 0
0 0)
Centre
o Forwards. §
© 1
5 0 0 »
™| Left Wing. Right Wing. |
& 0) 0 0 o
o
: Halves.
0) 0 0
Full Backs.
O O O
0
Goalkeeper.
A Goal
From T F O’Sullivan, The Story of the GAA,p 58
Dwagram 4
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FOOTBALL RULES
(1886)

As regards the number of players, goal-posts and pomt-posts, time of play, ball going
nto touch etc the football rules agreed with those drawn up for hurling In the matter
of fouls, frees, etc the rules were also the same, except, or course, that a free kick
was substituted for a free puck
The chief differences from the hurling rules were -
1  The size of the pitch to be 140 yards by 84 yards

2 Wrestling and handigrips to be henceforth prohibited

3 No nails or 1ron tips allowed on players boots Strips of leather on the soles are
recommended to prevent slipping

RECOMMENDATION All dress material and other articles required 1n the
games to be, as far as possible, of Inish Manufacture

[“The dress for hurling and football 1s to be knee-breeches and stockings and shoes or

boots ”
No specific reference to jerseys was made, although they were worn 1n most cases ]

The Game of Hurling
A HURLEY MATCH
ustration Sporting and Dramatic News 22 March 18384
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FOOTBALL RULES
(1888 — Revised)

The ground for full teams (21 aside) shall be 196 yards long by 140 yards broad,
or as near that size as can be got The ground must be properly marked by
boundary lines Boundary lines to be at least five yards from the fences NOTE -
there 1s no objection to a bigger ground, but no ground should be less than 140
yards long by 84 yards broad

There shall not be less than 14 or more than 21 players aside 1n regular matches

There shall be two umpires and a referee When the umpires disagree, the
referee’s decision shall be final There shall also be a goal umpire at each end of
the ground to watch for goals and points The referee shall keep the time and
throw up the ball at the commencement of each half-time

The goal-posts shall stand at each end 1n centre of goal-line They shall be 21 feet
apart, with a cross-bar eight feet from the ground Besides the goal-posts there
shall be two upnight posts standing 1n each goal-line 21 feet from the goal posts
A goal 1s won when the ball 1s driven between the goal-posts and under the cross-
bar A pomt is counted when the ball 1s driven over the cross-bar, or over the
goal-line, within 21 feet of either goal-posts

The captains of the teams shall toss for choice of sides before commencing play,
and the players shall stand 1n two ranks opposite each other in the centre of the
field until the ball 1s thrown up, each holding the hand of one of the other side

Pushing from behind, butting with the head, tripping, and holding shall be
deemed foul and the player so offending shall be ordered to stand aside for such
time as the referee shall think fit and his side cannot substitute another man The
referee may also allow a free kick 1f he sees reason for it If a player be hurt, and
unable to play through any breach of this rule the referee shall allow his side to
take 1n a man n his place

The time of actual play shall be one hour (unless otherwise arranged) sides to be
changed only at half-time

When a player drives a ball over the side-lme, it shall be thrown back from the
pont where 1t first crossed the line by a player on the opposite side It may be
thrown 1n any direction, but the thrower may not play it himself until 1t has been
touched by some other player Neither goal nor point can be scored by a throw-in
from the side-line unless the ball be struck by some players after the throw-1n,
and before 1t crosses the goal lme When the ball 1s driven over the goal-line,
the goal-keeper shall have a free kick from goal, no player on the opposite side to
approach nearer than the 21 yards line until the ball 1s kicked No player of the
kicker’s side to be further out from his own goal -line then the centre of the
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ground until the ball 1s kicked If a ball that otherwise would not have crossed the
line be driven over the cross-bar or over any part of the goal-line outside the
goal-posts by a player whose goal-line 1t 1s, the opposite side shall have a free
kick 40 yards out from the goal-posts

The match shall be decided by the greater number of goals, when no goal 1s made
or when the goals are even, 1t shall be decided by the greater number of points

The ball may be struck with the hand It may be caught when off the ground, and
the player so catching 1t may kick 1t any way he please, but must not carry or
throw 1t

NOTE - There 1s nothing 1n this rule to prevent a player throwing the ball 1n front
to allow him more freedom 1n kicking 1t

When the rules are broken the referee may allow a free-kick if he thinks fit In all
free kicks the ball must be kicked from the ground No player on the opposite
side to approach nearer than 14 yards until the ball 1s kicked, but 1if the free kick
1s allowed nearer than 14 yards of the goal-line, the opposite players need not to
stand behind that line

If the ball strikes a bystander near the side-line except the referee or umpire, 1t
shall be considered out of play, and must be thrown 1n as directed in Rule 8 If 1t
occures at the goal-line, 1t shall also be considered out of play and must be
kicked from the goal In the latter case, the referee may allow a point or goal 1if he
considers that the ball would have passed through the goal or point space but for
being stopped

The referee shall have, during the match, full power to disquahfy any player, or
order him to stand aside and discontinue play, for any act he may consider unfaur,
as set out 1n Rule 6, or for vicious play

No nails or 1ron tips allowed on the boots (strips of leather fastened to the soles
will prevent shipping )

The dress for football to be knee breeches and stocking, and shoes or boots

Printed 1n and 1ssued gratis by SPORT — (Sport 1s the only paper that caters for
Gaelic news from all parts of Ireland published every Saturday One penny From all
Newsagents, or from Head Office, 82, Middle Abbey - street, Dublin
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GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
LAWS OF HURLEY
(1888 — Revised)

The ground for full teams (21 aside) shall be 196 yards long by 140 yards broad,
or as near that size as can be got Boundary lines to be at least five yards from
the fences NOTE- there 1s no objection to a larger ground, but no ground should
be less than 140 yards long by 84 broad

There shall not be less than fourteen or more than twenty-one players aside in
regular matches

There shall be two umpires and a referee Where the umpires disagree, the
referee’s decision to be final There shall be a goal umpire at each end of the
ground to watch for goals and pomts The referee shall keep the time and throw
up the ball at the commencement of each halftime

The goal-posts shall stand at each end 1n the centre of the goal-line They shall be
twenty-one feet apart with a cross-bar 10 1/2 feet from the ground Beside the
goal-posts there shall be two upright posts standing i each goal, and twenty one
feet from the goal-posts A Goal 1s won when the ball 1s drtven between the goal
posts and under the cross-bar A point 1s counted when the ball 1s driven over the
cross-bar or over the goal-line within twenty one feet or either goal-posts

The captam of the teams shall toss for choice of sides before commencing play,
and the hurlers shall stand 1n two lines in the centre of the field, opposite to each
other, and catch hands or hurleys across, then separate The Referee shall throw
the ball along the ground between the players, or up high over their heads

No player to catch, trip, push from behind, or butt with the head No player to
bring his hurley intentionally m contact with the person of another player NOTE
- for each breach of this rule, the referee shall have power to order the offender to
stand aside duning the match, or for any shorter time he may think fit He may
also allow a free puck 1if he sees reasons for it When a player is ordered to stand
aside, his side cannot substitute another man If a player be hurt and unable to
play through any breach of the rule, the referee shall allow his side to take in a
man in his place The referee shall have, during the match, full power to
disqualify any player, and order him to stand aside and discontinue play for any
act he may consider unfair, as set out 1n this rule, or for vicious play

The time of actual play shall be one hour, unless otherwise arranged Sides to be
changed only at half-time
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