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I could write a thesis on this section alone and as this is the part where I do not have to
adhere to any references or guidelines so I am free to be!

This journey has been very good for me. Had I not been awarded my PhD it would still
have been a good journey, so therein lies the truth. The discipline I found within myself to
write; the many lovely people who have been there for me along the way, some popping
briefly in and out of my life in recent months in extra supportive ways and the opportunity
to write about the many lovely experiences with my family; it has all been invaluable.

I want to say a special thanks to the students of which there are too many to mention, all
whom have helped to make this possible. I would not have a thesis without them. Had I
decided to stop mid-way through the process, there were so many past and present students
who simply would not have accepted that decision. Indeed I would be a wealthy girl, if
received a euro for every time a student said 'do it for us'! You willed me on to the point that
I felt that I was letting you down if I stopped. Technology has truly been great because I
was heartened on many occasion by the sheer goodwill I received in a text or a Skype call
checking in to see how I was getting on. Well I am here and thanks again! Darran, King of
Skype! Thanks. Percy who was not so fond of technology!

Mile Buiochas do Neasa whose grace, poise and elegance are just an embodiment of sheer
loveliness. To watch someone blossom to the point where they are so wise is a wonderful
experience and I feel privileged to have witnessed part of that. I have a lot to learn from
you.

To Gemma, thanks so much for your constant care but remember Google who?

Sinead and Catherine for your technical support and your constant ability to be able to say
'no problem'. If you could be so kind as to tell me the name of that Masters programme you
did in DCU?! because Sinead "there was method in my madness". Aoife, Ciara, Noleen and
Jacinta, buiochas for your valued input. To 'Detective Mick' who would find a full stop in
the grass if it was missing! Deirdre, thank you for the encouragement, late night words,
filming and passion for along the way!

Seamus Brett, my musical genius and loyal friend who is always there, last minute as it may
be but you never let me down. As Abba might sing 'thank you for the Music'! I hope to be
reading or watching your PhD someday.

To my two oldest and dearest friends, Aine and Claire who were part of that famous ‘A’
class many years ago. You provided me with a steadfast sense of care and security
throughout this process. Once I knew you had read my work, I was happy. You were my
line of defence in school and continue to be now and I will never forget you for that.




Tom, Tom, Thanks for the geotagging and technical support. You have helped me map out my life in a
different direction now and I am very grateful to you for that. It is good to be connected! Ditto!

Acabella, Sarah Jayne, Bernardine, Jackie, and Deirdre, my extended family! I am looking forward to
the practises! I have missed the singing.

To Daithi for your patience and kindness and providing me with the basic of Maslow’s needs - food!

To my colleagues in the Education Department in DCU, thanks for the words of encouragement along
the way. In this research I hope to show how Education Departments like ours do actually matter and
make a difference. I know we need to be acknowledged more but we do have our part to play in that
too and are not blameless. We have to let the University know what we do and how we do it and show
that it does differ from what other faculties do. We have to celebrate that difference by keeping our
feet firmly on the ground. We need to educate the lecturers to be educators too!

To Margaret Farren, good friend and colleague and my supervisor, what can I say? Had you not gone
to Bath to study your Masters and PhD, there are many who would not be flourishing as they are now,
today. Your determination to bring a visionary methodology into a university at a time when it was
controversial yet much needed is tremendous. You continue to weave your ‘Web of Betweeness’ in a
very gentle way and I say to you believe in that as it is at the heart of our very being so to thine own
self be true!

To those who may dismiss the LET methodology, may I challenge you to open yourself to the
philosophy that underpins the Living Education Theory. I say to skeptics 'how can you dismiss a
methodology without knowing who I am and what I stand for?'. Which leads me on to the many who
do believe in its value. To Billy Barry and Maria Rochelle: what an honour it is to witness such
genuinely wonderful and passionate people who embody the link between the head and the heart and
the sense and the soul, you really have been great. To Joan Whitehead, a special thanks!

Finally Jack - without your creation, I like many others may not be at this stage of liberation.
Although there may be different opinions about LET as a methodology in its own right or as part of an
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improve our practice using our values as our standards to explain what and why we do what we do. I
admire greatly what you have done without putting myself into a category of unwittingly taking
everything on board without questioning. I have never been a person to be in awe of anyone, be it
artist or academic, because it the end I believe we are all people in this life to help make it a little
more special for others. My father’s words 'be nice to people on the way up because you will need
them on the way down' has always held true. I admire you Jack because you are a good man.

So Jack thank you sincerely for your ongoing support and belief in love, hope and wisdom.

To my talented brother Daragh whom I am very proud of. I will never forget the many wonderful
years we spent together singing, playing sport and having fun!

And firstly!!! My Mam and Dad who I love deeply. Thank you so so much. This thesis is dedicated
totally to you. Yvonne
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Abstract

How am I Bringing an Educationally Entrepreneurial Spirit into Higher Education?

The originality of my research lies in clarifying and explaining what it means for me to have an
educational entrepreneurial spirit and the values I hold that demonstrate this spirit in an explanation
of educational influence in learning. This explanation includes a responsibility for students and
acknowledging my values of passion and care (‘love’ of what I do), safety, creativity and excellence
within my practice.

The unit of appraisal in a living theory methodology is the explanation of the influence in my own
learning, the learning of others and in the learning of social formations. The methodological
inventiveness, particular to the Living Educational Theory methodology, has afforded me an
opportunity to express who I really am; body, mind and spirit. I use multimodal forms to
communicate and express of the nature of the knowledge that I am generating. I can now claim that
my values have become living standards of judgement.

Music plays an integral part of my life and has been a source of enjoyment and inspiration for me
over the years. [ have shown its importance by embedding it within my doctoral research to express
and represent the meaning of emotion.

I explain the importance of addressing emotion in education and the merits of reflecting on our
experiences in order to become more educationally entrepreneurial, by taking risks, awakening our
creativity and bringing ideas into action.

Within these safe educational spaces I connect the head with the heart, marry the ‘sense and

soul’ (Wilber, 1988) to combine a constructivist, behaviourist, cognitive pedagogical approach that
avoids a fragmented learning experience as I inspire others to bring their ideas to fruition.
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