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ABSTRACT

Irish Churches and Mosque — Towards A Model of Media Relations

Thus thesis looks at current media relations practice as conducted on behalf of the Roman
Catholic Church, the Church of Ireland, the Methodist Church, the Presbytertan Church
and members of the Islamic community m Ireland It also asks what model of media
relations 1s most appropnate for religious organisations In the academic world, there has
been growing interest in analysis of the intersecting fields of media, culture and religron,
yet the practice of media relations conducted on behalf of religious organisations has not
been closely examined There 1s a great deal of literature 1n the broad area of religion and
media, but far less about religious media relations, and less again about the situation 1n
Ireland

The thesis begins with a review of what has been wntten about the topic and related
areas It then addresses three questions Firstly, what do religious representatives hope to
achieve through a presence m the media? In other words, what do they see as the
objectives of media relations? Secondly, what do media practitioners think about the
avowed objectives of religious representatives, and what do they beheve are the flaws 1n
the way 1n which religious communities deal with the media? Thirdly, what aspects of
mnteraction with the media do religious representatives percerve as adding to the
difficulty of their task? Finally, the interviewees were asked to suggest ways in which
the current, often unsatisfactory state of affairs could be improved These latter
suggestions form the basts for a model of media relations which 1s appropnate for, and
takes 1nto account the ethical demands of religious organisations Fifteen interviews were
conducted with representatives of the four man Christian churches and the Islamic
commumty In the man, these interviews were with press and communications officers,
or with those who had significant responsibihty for dealing with the media In addition,
six journalists who specialise 1n religion were interviewed, and one public relations
consultant who has had significant input 1n this field

Breda O’Brien LD. 99146010

Supervisor: Dr Colum Kenny, School Of Communications
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Mr Pat Heneghan Executive Chairman, Heneghan Public Relations Interviewed Jan
17", 2002

Fr Brendan Hoban A parish priest and also Communications Officer for the Catholic
diocese of Killala He has a long-standing involvement 1n local radio as a presenter and
1n a local newspaper as a colummst Interviewed Dec 12, 2000

Ms Valerie Jones Driocesan communications officer for the United Dioceses of Dublin
and Glendalough 1n the Church of Ireland Interviewed Feb 23, 2001

Mr Joe Little Religious and Social Affairs correspondent with RTE news Interviewed
Dec 12" 2001 and answered follow-up questions by emarl on Jan 18® 2002

Mr Stephen Lynas Information Officer with the Presbyterian Church, based in Church
House, Belfast Interviewed Jan 8%, 2002

Sr Elizabeth Maxwell Secretary General of the Conference of Religious 1n Ireland
(CORI) 1998-2003 Interviewed Nov 29%, 2000

Ms Janet Maxwell Director of Communications for the Church of Ireland, based m
Church House, Dublin Interviewed Jan 29%, 2002

Dr Jim McDonnell Director of the Catholic Communications Centre for the Catholic
Church m England and Wales, London Interviewed by email, Apr ", 2001

Mr Patsy McGarry Rehigious Affairs Correspondent, the Irish Times Interviewed
November 27* 2001 and answered follow-up questions by email, Jan 15" 2002

Mr Fazel Ryklief Admunistrator, the Islamic Foundation of Ireland 1984-2002
Interviewed on Mar 8, 2002

Mr David Quinn Colummnst, theSundav Times, 1997-2003 and editor of the rish
Catholic, 1996-2003 Religion and Social Affairs correspondent, Irish Independent,
2003-  Interviewed Nov 28% 2001
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to attend and ask questions (Mr Kelly met instead privately with Archbishop Sean
Brady and Cardimal Connell after the press conference and declared lnmself happy with
the meeting *) The bishops found themselves unable to give unquahfied assurances that
they would open all the necessary files 1 a proposed ‘audit’ of how the Catholic Church
had dealt with abuse This made them look as if they wete stull equivocating Having
been present at one of the bishops’ debates as an invited guest 1t was clear to me that
theie was a very real and anguished desire to “do the right thing  Equally, there were
concerns about the 11ght to due process for anyone who 1s accused, and a desire to protect
the confidentiality of complatnants who had no desire for publicity Very few of these
Justifiable concerns were conveyed at the press conference, and the bishops were left
looking evasive "* Nor was there much respect shown for the legitimate needs of
Journalists who, after all, had been instrumental 1n causing the Catholic Church to begin
to deal with 1ssues 1t had been unwilling or unable to deal with itself, a fact
acknowledged by some Catholic clerics " The media were left hanging around all day
and no attention was paid to the fact that deadlines would be missed and that this would
not help matters as journalists became increasingly tense From another point of view,
the hierarchy did themselves no favours by holding a press conference when they had not
fully thought through the plan of action which they were proposing to embark on, that 1s,
to appoint an independent petson of high calibie to conduct an 1nternal investigation as

to how accusations of child abuse had been dealt with

The announcement of an mndependent audit of the Catholic Church’s response to child
abuse headed by Justice Gillian Hussey in June 2002 may have appeared to assuage
public concern Yet i October, the broadcast of RTE s Prime Tune programmme,
Cardinal Secrets,” led to a demand for a state inquiry  Once the state decided to
mtroduce legislation for a new model of inquiry, which could potentially be used to

investigate events in the Diocese of Ferns, Justice Hussey decided that her own mquuy

" Report by J Little on RTE One Nine O’Cloch news Apr 8% 2002
" See Lord, Arm-wresthng tears and evaston’
*See Potlak  Cardinal welcomes reporting of scandals’

' Cardmal Secrets an RTE cunent affairs production by members of the Prime Tune Team aired October
18" 2002 on RTE One



was no longer appropriate  Once again, the Catholic Church 1esponse appeaied 1ll-
thought out Although these events within the Catholic Church occurred after the time 1n
which reseaich interviews for this thesis were conducted, they echoed and reinforced
many of the themes that had emerged from those inteiviews One of these themes 1s the
need for the Catholic Church, in particular, to uphold the highest standards of tiuth and

t ansparency in 1ts communication

Rationale behind choice of churches and mosque

The four main Christian churches, that 1s, the Catholic Church, the Church of Ireland, the
Presbyterian Church and the Methodist Church seemed an obvious place to begin a study
of religious media relations as Ireland 1s a predominantly Christian country When 1t
came to other majo1 world faiths, choices had to be made Despite divisions, the
Chnistian churches have a core of common beliefs and practices which makes discussion
of their aims and objectives easier Although the great world faiths shaie much in
common, they also differ in many ways To give just one example, ‘social justice’ can
have quite a different connotation 1n Islam to what 1t has 1n Christianity In Islam, social
Justice may centre around the question of usury, whereas in Christianity 1t can mean
working to achieve justice, particularly for the poor and marginalised Such difficulties
of terminology would have multiplied with the inclusion of other world faiths 1n the
research The Jewish community with its long history n Ireland mented study, as did the
growing Buddhist community Eventually they were excluded because the mclusion of
too many different faiths would have rendered this research project unwieldy and lacking
in focus The Islamic community 1s 1included not only because 1t is an active and growing
community, but more importantly, it tends to be a focus of news moie than other non-
Chrnistian faiths  This is 1n part due to ongoing interest in asylum-seeking and refugee
1ssues, although only a minonty of Muslims 1n Ireland fall into that category Following
the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001 1n the United States, and the response to
them, including the wars which have been waged, there has been an upsurge around the
world 1n iterest n what Islam stands for, which 1s reflected 1n media coverage of this

faith The Dublin Mosque and Islamic Centie at 163, South Cucular Road., Dublin,



which 1s 1un by the Islamic Foundation, was chosen because it 1s a well established place

of worship for the Shi’1a Muslim community 1n Irefand

Methodology

Research for this thesis was conducted using qualitative methods, principally face-to-
face mterviews ranging in length between an hour and two hours which were 1ecorded
and transcribed There were three basic sets of questions, one for religious
representatives, one for journalists and producers, and one for a public relations
consultant The questions 1n full as presented to the aterviewees to be found in
Appendix A In summary, the areas covered 1n the religious representative interviews
include the nature of their day-to-day work, the central values which they are tiying to
express, where communicating a sense of the sacred or transcendent fits in to that, how
well or otherwise the media cover religton, whether 1t 1s appropriate to use techniques of
public relations originally designed for use 1n the busmess world in religious media
relations, how the scandals 1n the Catholic Church have affected the work of religious
representatives, how high a level of expertise in media relations the spokespersons feel
their own church or mosque has, and what they would like to see their church or mosque
do differently There was also a question covering whether the church or mosque
concerned should have a role in media education, designed Lo foster critical consumption
of media However, the matertal which emerged from this was not included 1n the thesis
as 1t proved to be tangential to the main thrust of the research, and merited perhaps a

thesis 1n 1ts own right

The journalists and piroduceis weie asked questions such as what their woik entails,
whether religion should be treated n the same way or diffeiently to any other news story,
whether 1t 1s possible to cover any sense of the sacred or transcendent, how well or
otherwise the various churches and mosque relate to the media, whether business-style
public relations techniques are appropnate for use 1n religious media relations, what
differences in values, 1f any, that there are between journalists and religious people,

whether the accusation frequently levelled at jouinalists, that they are not sufficiently
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have a bias towaids the practical However, these are mtegrated with the msights which

emerge from the literatuie, which aie more theoretical 1n nature

Structur e

Chapter Two presents an overview of relevant literature and 1esearch Firom being a
‘bhndspot’ of media studies as Hoovei called 1t in 1995, the study of religion, media and
culture has burgeoned 1n recent years However, the specific aiea of religion and media
relations remains somewhat neglected The number of publications devoted to this area
has been small, and those wiitten from an Irish perspective, fewer sull However, there
are statements by the Chnistian chuiches, and to a lesser extent by mosques, on the
general area of religion and commumcation Some of the most important documents n
this aiea reiterate the idea of dialogue as central to authentic communication There has
also been some good work done on the relationship between ieligton and news This has
been examuned 1n a number of fora, notably one organised 1n 1995 by Commonwedl, the
American Catholic periodical  One of the major themes which emerges 1s the idea of
‘clashing worldviews,” summarised by Siegenthaler when he describes ‘two alien
cultures, the media and religion — one rooted in a search for facts and the other grounded
1n a discovery of faith beyond fact *® This motif of the clash in worldviews occurs again
and agam 1n discussions of religion and journalism, although some writers, notably
Murdock, point out that the chasm may not be as wide as each side imagines Culturally,

rehgion and media may occupy the same space, and fulfil some of the same functions *

Twin Pulpits , which 1s a report of the proceedings of a conference in 1997 on rehigion
and the media, 1s of particular interest in the lizsh context *' John Cooney s No News 1s
Bad News from 1974 remarns highly relevant, almost thirty years later ** He wrote this
book at a ime of great expansion in interest 1n commumication 1n the Catholic Church n

the period during and immediately after the Second Vatican Council  Some of the

* Siegenthaler 1n Bridgmng the gap- Update 2000 p 1

¥ Murdock “The 1e-enchantment of the world |, p 91

jl Conway and Kilcoyne (eds ) Twin Pulpits — churc h and media i modern Ireland
* Cooney No news 1s bad news

15
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propagation of faith] is the thud aim  Almost all the religious 1epiesentatives interviewed
felt that news media were not the place to promote an exphcit sense of the transcendent
ot sacred, although there are exceptions to this In general, though, 1t 1s seen as better to
concentrate on ‘preparing the ground’, by creating a chmate where religion and religious
people were seen as ieasonable This might spark off further exploration by individuals
who might then approach religious communities or be confirmed in a faith which was
waveimg This is termed pre-evangelisation by Chnstians and the equivalent term for
Muslims 1s preparation forda’wa  The need to uphold civic values 1s a fourth aim shared
by all These are values which are shared by people of all faiths or none, but which are in
harmony with central 1eligious values They include a destre to resist the atomisation of
society, and to build a sense of community where individuals can achieve their potential
Some stumbling blocks which exist within their own religious institutions and which
make the achievement of these four stated aims more difficult are also outlined n this

chapter

Chapter Four examines the perceptions of journalists regarding the churches and mosque
and how they relate to the media The Catholic Church comes m for heavy criticism
There 1s great scepticism about the avowed aim of dialogue, and a claim that there 1s far
more deliberate ‘fudging’ and evasion than genuine dialogue Thete 1s also an
acknowledgment that the damaging coveiage given to sectartamsm has inade media
relations more problematic and that this 1s more a problem for the Protestant Churches
than the Catholic Church The mosque 1s seen as a very new phenomenon 1n Ireland

which 1s only beginnmng to find its feet

The difficulties which religious representatives have with journalists are outlined in
Chapter Five While the religious representatives acknowledge the valuable and essential
role which the media play, they have serious problems with the way in which certain
stories are framed They perceive that religion 1s frequently covered m terms of dissent
and conflict, while other 1ssues which are less contentious, but none the less newsworthy
and of concern to religious people are, they believe, somewhat neglected The difference

between education coverage and religion coverage 1s noted m that the primary focus of

17



an education correspondent will not be just to uncover scandal, but to devote time to the
serious education 1ssues of the day There 1s great unhappiness with the level of
knowledge of religious affairs among journalists, pariicularly generalist journaliists who
may have little knowledge of religion The most commonr analogy given 1s that of
sending out someone who knows nothing about sport to cover a major sporting event
There are complaints about 1deology about a secularist mentality which does not
acknowledge the place or role of religion It1s also felt that insufficient resources are
dedicated by media orgamisations to the coverage of religion It should be noted that only
some of the religious representatives make assertions regarding bias and lack of balance,
but those that do are very exercised about it However, many more religious

representatives believe that there 1s insufficient knowledge of religion among journalists

Chapter Six draws together suggestions from religious representatives and journalists
regarding ways tn which the conduct of religious media relations could be improved
These suggestions centre around four main areas Firstly, there 1s a call for a change 1n
attitudes towards the media by religious organisations Secondly, more pnionty being
given to religious media relatrons should result in more willingness to comnut resources
to 1t Thirdly, practical suggestions are made regarding how communications offices
should operate and how journalists should be trained Fourthly, there 1s a call for
collaboration, where possible, on 1ssues of importance to both journalists and religious
representatives, particularly in the area of public service broadcasting and the

maintenance of standards in journalism

The most important findings and suggestions for some future areas of research are set out
in Chapter Seven One of these findings 1s that there is a gap between what 1s set out in
theory about the importance of communication in documents produced by the Christran
churches, notably the Catholic Church, and the reality as shown by the paucity of
resources invested 1n media relations There 1s another gap between the 1deals of
informed journahsm, and the lack of knowledge displayed by many general reporters sent
out to cover religion stortes There is a conflict between the priorities of the churches and

mosque, which are to maintain morale among their memberships, and to promote their

18
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and others since then have drawn on the implicaitons of each of these models for
communication - The undeilying thesis 1s that the image that the Catholic Church has of
itself determines to some degree how it perceives the role of commurnications Dulles
outlines five major models The first i1s the hierarchical In this model, communication
proceeds from God, through the papal and episcopal hierarchy to other members of the
church This model sees communication as essentially one-way The second model 1s
that of the herald The key word 1s proclamation Again, this 1s pnimanly a one-way form
of communtcation The third model 1s that of the church as sacrament This concentrates
on the transforming effect of Christ as found in the sacraments and liturgy Thisis a
highly techmcal model which never achieved the popular impact of the first two The
fourth 1s the church as community or commumon This s the model that explores the
notion of dialogue, both between members of the church and those outside it Dulles
proposes that there 1s yet another model (o be found within the Second Vatican Council,
which he calls the secular-dialogic model Here the notion of two-way communication
reaches its fullest expression The ‘world’ 1s not seen as an arena only for Chnstian zeal
and conversion, but the place where God 1s already at work In this perspective the
church can learn as well as teach, gain as well as give, and join with others who are non-
Christians and ‘non-believers’ to protect values which are important * This model has
obvious implications for those who are engaged 1n media relations It emphasises a two-
way flow of information and the primacy of relationships However, dissonance exists
between this model of communications, which the Catholic Church accepts in theory, and
what 1t practises in reality Orme Malls suggests that the working model of religious

communications 1s that of the drainpipe  He says

There has been an almost umversal tendency inside the church to picture the
communications media as drain pipes through which the water (1in other words,
the message) will flow down from above, to be absorbed passively by the earth

(1n other words, the recipients, by us ) Obviously the flow of the water is all in

¥ See, for enample Thorn Models of church and communication’
* Dulles *Vatican Il and commumcations ’
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model, the two-way asymmetric model, there 1s some feedback and feedforward, but the
source dominates the relationship The fourth model, the two-way symmetric model,
stresses ‘mutual understanding as a goal and 1nvolves genuine efforts to exchange views
and information with the relevant public  this public relations model may be especially
relevant when the aim 1s to solve problems and avoid conflicts, and where a lasting
communication relationship 1s one of the requirements * This last model advocates an
ethical communication relationship based on a genuine desire to understand and to
respect the freedom of the other As such, the two-way symmetric model closely

resembles Dulles’ secular—dialogic model of religious communication

Rehgious Media Relations

There are a number of publications that deal pnmarily with the practice of religious
media relations rather than the theory Dealing [sic ] mediu for the Catholic Church s
co-written by Russell Shaw who was media director for the United States Catholic
Conference [of Bishops] for many years It provides perhaps the best and certainly the
most succinct defimtion of religious media relations, ‘Doing the right thing and being

252

seen to do 1t > He 1s an advocate of openness and transparency, and was mstrumental in
the opening of the U S Bishops’ conferences to media coverage He also instituted a
comprehensive media briefing system for the U S media, for Synods of bishops held 1n
Rome He 1s sharply critical of those who feel that their membership of the church
enables them to cut ethical corners, particularly if 1t involves deliberately misleading the
media He sees his role as ‘facihitating orderly contacts, not acting as a buffer between
the hierarchy and the media > He 1s also critical of the media 1n some respects,
particularly when they are 1ll-informed or biased, but recognises that they have a job to
do He suggests that resources are not the only 1ssue in communications, and criticises
the tendency of the church to throw money at 1ll-considered projects, while neglecting
long-term planming Dedaling mediu 15 a very readable book, full of anecdotes that

provide sometimes unflattering msights into the mindset of Shaw’s episcopal employers

He also uses his own farlings to illustrate what can go wrong 1 religious meda relations

> Shaw, Public telations and the church |
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Maier, like Shaw, 1s a media relations practitioner, 1n this mstance as communications
drrector for the Catholic Archdiocese of Denver He has a central rule ‘ Never run from
the media Evasion imphes ginlt *° Relations between the church and media must go
beyond damage control and crisis management He urges those involved 1 rehgious
communications to remain on guard ‘against the nsk of substituting the organisational
realities of our work for the fire at the heart of our vocation — a missionary fire, a fire of
love ’ One of the most interesting aspects of Maier’s thesis 1s lus 1nsight into how church
communications can function m an ethnically and socially diverse area like Denver A
high-quality diocesan newspaper 1s mailed directly into every Catholic household The
Archbishop of Denver has a policy of openness Tournalists have his private number that

they are free to use at any time, and as a result, Maier notes, they do not abuse 1t >t

Hoover suggests that ‘it 1s necessary for the churches to rediscover, revitalise, and
possibly re-name an old, ime-worn concept public relations ° However, public relations
1S now a ‘more subtle, negotiated art’ The media efforts of ‘conventional churches’ must
act as a mediator between the public sphere and the mstitution Controversially, at least
from the point of view of orgamsed religion, Hoover suggests that public relations must
act as a condutt for the ‘needs, and interests of the religious-media marketplace, to the
religious mstitutions, so that whatever symbols or messages are conveyed are relevant,
meaningful, and perhaps even effective * He seems to be saying that religion must
become marhet-driven, in the sense of responding to demand for particular forms of
religious expression He admits to some unease at the 1dea of ceding control over the
symbols of the historic faiths to the media marketplace However, given the changing

nature of rehgious adherence, he believes that this view of what public relations 1s about

must at least be considered >

The relationship between rehgion and news
News coverage of religion was the subject of a great deal of discussion during the 1990s

1n the United States Among the publications which ensued was Brrdging the Gap which

» Maier ‘Communicating openly with the media’ pp 65-69
> Hoover ‘Religion 1n a media age’
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still of relevance because many of the issues which he identified, such as a culture of

secrecy 1n the Catholic Church, remain a source of contention for journalists today®

Clashing worldviews

One of the major recurring themes in the literature on religion and the news media 1s that
of ‘clashing worldviews’, that 1s, the contention that those working in the media view the
world very differently from those who are informed by a faith perspective This
difference 1s summansed by Siegenthaler as ‘one rooted 1n a search for facts and the
other grounded 1n a discovery of faith beyond fact * These differences in the
understanding of what truth 1s, according to Siegenthaler, are what causes ‘a chasm of
misunderstanding and 1gnorance [that} separates those who pursue careers 1n the secular
news-media field and those whose careers are 1n the world of religion * Zagano sees 1t
somewhat differently, as a clash between an emiphasis on the subjective nature of truth, at
the expense of the concept of objective truth She believes that the general emphasis on
subjectivism 1n American public discussion, both 1n and by the media, ‘reduces the
ability of any person or entity to argue on behalf of the very existence of objective truth,
upon which denominational discussion depends ** The phenomenon of scepticism as a
journalistic trait is referred to, among others, by E I Dionne, columnist with the

Washington Post He says

This 15 a serious problem and a serious source of misunderstanding between
Journalists and people of faith, precisely because rehigious people are profoundly
convinced [that] what they beheve 1s true The skepticism of the journalistic

craft strikes them as wrong and even ungodly ™

He goes on to say that St Thomas could be the patron saint of journalists, presumably

because in the Christian gospels Thomas is famous for s doubt and his contention that

' Cooney No news is bad news

@ Siegenthaler, ‘Introduction’ p 1

Sibid p2

™ Zagano ‘MediaChurch — the presentaton of religious information via media’, p29
% In ‘Rehigion and the media — three 70" anntversary {orums’, pp 29-30
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he would not belteve that it was really Chnist who had appeared (o the disciples until he
could put his hand to the wounds which lesus had Dionne also contends that
journalism 1s the ‘quintessentially Enlightenment profession , with a bias towards the
rafional and scientific which veers towards seeing religion as something which will be
superseded as people grow more enlightened He concludes with a plea that it be
accepted that religion has an intellectually serious foundation’ Conway approaches the
idea of clashing worldviews’ from another perspective He speaks of ‘diffening
anthropologres , or visions of the human person As one example, he says that in the
Christian tradition of forgiveness, 1t 1s never appropnate to completely condemn anyone
He says that words like “ disgraced” or shamed’ or crooked” almost replace people’s
Chnistian names when a scandal breaks He believes that in a Christian anthropology,
any account of wrongdoing must also include the concept of change, an invitation to
conversion and the possibility of forgiveness Compassion should be extended to
everyone, whereas the media often give the message, ‘These people are beyond

redemption * *°

Another source of the chasm of misunderstanding’ 1s the perception that the world of the
media has very different values from those held by religious people, compounded by, for
at least some people, the suspicion that the media are biased against religion Dulles sees

a stark contrast between the priorities of religion and news He writes

'The media are orniented towards the ephemeral rather than the eternal, the visible
rather than the invisible, the superficial rather than the profound, the conflictual

rather than the umtive, and for all these reasons they tend to marginalise what

principally 1nterests the church

These sentiments are quoted word for word by Bishop Tom Flynn, without attribution, 1n

an address to the Twin Pulpits conference * Unsurprisingly, this assertion attracted

* Conwav, The Word that goes torth’, p 197
*" Dulles ‘The Church and media - tow ards mutual undetstanding
% Flynn The church and the media’ p 24



some criticism Kenny queries the bishop’s contention that the media are oriented to the

here and now rather than the eternal He questions

What 1s this about? It sounds to me like journalists are being put 1n therr place as
mere hewers of wood and drawers of water The clergy, on the other hand, don’t

care about the here and now

He also challenges other contentions made by Flynn, for example ‘that the church was
the first medium with a misston for worldwide communications,’ on the grounds that the
bishop ‘thereby asserts the anteniority and inevitable superionty of Catholicism over all
other world-faiths and forms of communication’, a clasm which he says ‘cannot stand up
to serious scrutiny > In a suggestion by Flynn that we should know the standpoint of
those writing on religton, Kenny hears an echo of the church which ‘for years made
people afraid to speak therr mind  which has sacked teachers for not having the right
ethos * Journalists return again and again to this repressive aspect of faith communities,
particularly of the Catholic Church, and it 1s an important part of the collective self-image
of journalists that in their reporting they are instruments in undermimng the hypocnsies
and abuses of institutions For example, Cooney states that 1t 1s not the role of the

Journalist to be an apologist

There 1s public 1nterest 1n personality clashes, lifestyles, power struggles and
pressure group activities in the churches Journalists do the public a disservice
by overlooking these and presenting the church as perfect societies Such a view

of impeccability is not only bad reportage, 1t 1s false theology ™

This 1s linked to a difference 1n what constitutes news As Dionne says, ‘The Good News
1sn’t, by any conventional sense, news ' Cohie Roberts of ABC News and National

Public Radio concurs According to her

®Kenny ‘Whistling i the dark or a job for journalists in the Tower of Babel’ p 21
" Cooney ‘Putting the church in the hmelight , p 520
"'In Religion and the media — three 70" anmversary {orums’ p 28
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