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Productive and Receptive Knowledge and Avoidance of Phrasal Verbs: The Case of 

Saudi Learners of English 

Ahmed Alhassani 

Abstract 

The present study examines productive and receptive knowledge of PVs among Saudi 

undergraduates learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL). It uses a mixed-methods 

approach to elicit two kinds of data: Firstly, 195 Saudi undergraduates in Saudi universities 

were asked to complete three multiple-choice (MC) tasks designed to assess their productive 

and receptive skills, and to measure their PV avoidance behavior. The design of the MC tasks 

was informed by an analysis of a specially-constructed corpus of Saudi EFL textbooks, and 

taking into account the most frequent PVs in Liu’s (2011) corpus-based study, to maximize 

the likelihood that students were only presented with familiar PVs – those that they have 

been introduced to as well as ‘high-frequency PVs’, which many learners at this stage of 

learning (i.e. undergraduate students) are likely to have encountered, and which they might 

then either use or avoid. Secondly, data are drawn from a self-built corpus of written 

compositions, the Saudi Learners of English Corpus (SLEC), comprising over 175,000 words 

written by 741 Saudi undergraduate EFL students. In both cases, the research attempts to 

trace the influence of the following variables on learners’ use (or avoidance or underuse) of 

PVs: students’ proficiency level (beginner vs. lower intermediate); students’ gender; and the 

semantic type (literal vs. figurative) of the PV in question. In addition, the analysis of the 

SLEC data investigates the impact of text genre (argumentative vs. narrative vs. descriptive) 

on learners’ use of PVs. 

With respect to overall PV frequency, the results of the corpus analysis indicated that 

there was a relatively low use of PVs in the learners’ English production. Furthermore, the 

results from the MC tasks support those of earlier studies, particularly at the production level. 

Participants showed better receptive than productive knowledge with an average percentage 

of correct answers of 72% for the receptive task and 59% for the productive task. In addition, 

the results for both MC tasks and corpus analysis further suggest that proficiency level, PV 

type, and text genre play a significant role in Saudi learners’ use of PVs, while gender is 

found to be significant only in the corpus analysis. Meanwhile, proficiency level and PV type 

had a significant effect on the frequency of PV avoidance. 
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Appendix A. 
PVs and their frequency in the textbooks corpus. 

PVs and their frequency in the Secondary textbooks corpus 

PVs f PVs f PVs f PVs f 
1 Go on 53 41 Come on 5 81 Take away 3 121 Walk away 1 
2 Find out 20 42 Try out 5 82 Move around 3 122 Burn down 1 
3 Wake up 20 43 Get up 5 83 Fall down 3 123 Cool down 1 
4 Go out 19 44 Go back 5 84 Lay down 3 124 Get down 1 
5 Make up 12 45 Put up 5 85 Die out 3 125 Keep down 1 
6 Get in 12 46 Run up 4 86 Show up 3 126 Dry off 1 
7 Put in 11 47 Go in 4 87 Write down 3 127 Keep off 1 
8 Take out 10 48 Turn up 4 88 Put out 3 128 Lift off 1 
9 Get out 10 49 Come in 4 89 Write down 3 129 Pay off 1 

10 Take up 10 50 Take on 4 90 Live up 2 130 Put off 1 
11 Come up 10 51 End up 4 91 Lead up 2 131 Send off 1 
12 Set up 9 52 Start out 4 92 Give back 2 132 Start off 1 
13 Go down 9 53 Sign up 4 93 Heat up 2 133 Catch on 1 
14 Check out 9 54 Miss out 4 94 Give in 2 134 Cheer on 1 
15 Come out 8 55 Sit down 4 95 Catch up 2 135 Break out 1 
16 Pick up 8 56 End up 4 96 Build up 2 136 Give out 1 
17 Give up 7 57 Pull down 4 97 Bring up 2 137 Look out 1 
18 Turn out 7 58 Come along 3 98 Get through 2 138 Look back 1 
19 Hold up 7 59 Come down 3 99 Come over 2 139 Dig out 1 
20 Hang out 7 60 Cut down 3 100 Dine out 2 140 Pass out 1 
21 Go through 7 61 Let down 3 101 Clean out 2 141 Point out 1 
22 Come back 7 62 Set off 3 102 Turn off 2 142 Spell out 1 
23 Take off 6 63 Carry out 3 103 Come off 2 143 Wear out 1 
24 Take off 6 64 Figure out 3 104 Put down 2 144 Switch over 1 
25 Get off 6 65 Help out 3 105 Close down 2 145 Turn over 1 
26 Pick out 6 66 Jump out 3 106 Get around 2 146 Call up 1 
27 Get on 6 67 Make out 3 107 Look down 2 147 Wrap up 1 
28 Get over 6 68 Set out 3 108 Roll down 2 148 Roll up 1 
29 Check in 6 69 Work out 3 109 Chill out 2 149 Speed up 1 
30 Put on 5 70 Look up 3 110 Cut out 2 150 Stand up 1 
31 Try out 5 71 Meet up 3 111 Clear up 2 151 Start up 1 
32 Go up 5 72 Open up 3 112 Mess up 2 152 Stay up 1 
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33 Keep up 5 73 Grow up 3 113 Light up 2 153 Walk up 1 
34 Go back 5 74 Take over 3 114 Lead up 2 154 Warm up 1 
35 Clean up 5 75 Stand out 3 115 Slow down 2 155 Write up 1 
36 Run out 5 76 Pull out 3 116 Move out 2 156 Bring in 1 
37 Hold on 5 77 Move on 3 117 Take back 2 157 Break down 1 
38 Get along 5 78 Go off 3 118 Dry out 1 158 Shut down 1 
39 Sum up 5 79 Hang on 3 119 Go along 1 159 Go over 1 
40 Make off 5 80 Take in 3 120 Come around 1 160 Move in 1 

PVs and their frequency in the Intermediate textbooks’ corpus 

PVs f PVs f PVs f 
1 Go on 44 41 Move around 3 81 Stay up 1 
2 Get up 15 42 Get along 3 82 Throw away 1 
3 Hang out 15 43 Mess around 3 83 Put down 1 
4 Take up 16 44 Turn out 3 84 Turn over 1 
5 Wake up 13 45 Break out 3 85 Turn up 1 
6 Find out 10 46 Go around 3 86 Keep up 1 
7 Put out 10 47 Go through 3 87 Look around 1 
8 Come in 9 48 Stay on 2 88 Clean out 1 
9 Get out 9 49 Get off 2 89 Go up 1 

10 Go out 7 50 Try out 2 90 Get down 1 
11 Put up 7 51 Hang on 2 91 Cut down 1 
12 Come on 7 52 Turn down 2 92 Sit back 1 
13 Go down 7 53 Lock out 2 93 Get in 1 
14 Put in 7 54 Hang up 2 94 Hand over 1 
15 Fall down 6 55 Sign off 2 95 Give away 1 
16 Make up 6 56 Calm down 2 96 Take in 1 
17 Go back 6 57 Stay out 2 97 Take back 1 
18 Call for 6 58 Start off 2 98 
19 Turn off 6 59 Come up 2 99 
20 Fall in 5 60 Look over 2 100 
21 Clean up 5 61 Get away 2 101 
22 Fall off 5 62 Sell out 2 102 
23 Come out 5 63 Catch up 2 103 
24 Pick up 5 64 Fall over 2 104 
25 Work out 5 65 Run out 2 105 
26 Help out 5 66 Sleep over 1 106 
27 Come along 5 67 Wash off 1 107 
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28 Put on 4 68 Come down 1 108 
29 Get on 4 69 Miss out 1 109 
30 Take out 4 70 Calm up 1 110 
31 Cheer up 4 71 Read out 1 111 
32 Grow up 4 72 End up 1 112 
33 Look up 4 73 Go in 1 113 
34 Come over 3 74 Stand out 1 114 
35 Get around 3 75 Go away 1 115 
36 Come back 3 76 Look out 1 116 
37 Hold on 3 77 Go off 1 117 
38 Get back 3 78 Hold up 1 118 
39 Check out 3 79 Figure out 1 119 
40 Try on 3 80 Point out 1 120 

PVs and their frequency in the Elementary textbooks corpus 

PVs f PVs f 
1 Get up 23 16 Take out 1 
2 Put out 8 17 Turn around 1 
3 Sit down 4 18 Take back 1 
4 Go out 3 19 Look for 1 
5 Grow up 2 20 Wake up 1 
6 Turn off 2 21 Come over 1 
7 Look out 2 22 Look over 1 
8 Come back 2 23 Cut out 1 
9 Go back 2 24 Sit on 1 

10 Write back 2 25 Go in 1 
11 Come on 2 26 
12 Go on 2 27 
13 Come in 2 28 
14 Clean up 1 29 
15 Pick up 1 30 
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Appendix B. 
The Most Frequently Used 100 Phrasal Verbs in BNC (Excerpted from 
Gardner and Davies, 2007). 

1 go on 35 get on 69 come over 
2 carry out 36 bring up 70 break out 
3 set up 37 bring in 71 go over 
4 pick up 38 look back 72 turn over 
5 go back 39 look down 73 go through 
6 come back 40 bring back 74 hold on 
7 go out 41 break down 75 pick out 
8 point out 42 take off 76 sit back 
9 find out 43 go off 77 hold back 
10 come up 44 bring about 78 put in 
11 make up 45 go in 79 move in 
12 take over 46 set off 80 look around 
13 come out 47 put out 81 take down 
14 come on 48 look out 82 put off 
15 come in 49 take back 83 come about 
16 go down 50 hold up 84 go along 
17 work out 51 get down 85 look round 
18 set out 52 hold out 86 set about 
19 take up 53 put on 87 turn off 
20 get back 54 bring out 88 give in 
21 sit down 55 move on 89 move out 
22 turn out 56 turn back 90 come through 
23 take on 57 put back 91 move back 
24 give up 58 go round 92 break off 
25 get up 59 break up 93 get through 
26 look up 60 come along 94 give out 
27 carry on 61 sit up 95 come off 
28 go up 62 turn round 96 take in 
29 get out 63 get in 97 give back 
30 take out 64 come round 98 set down 
31 come down 65 make out 99 move up 
32 put down 66 get off 100 turn around 
33 put up 67 turn down 
34 turn up 68 bring down 
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Top 150 Most Frequently-Used PVs Identified by Liu (2011) 

1  go on  39  pull out 77  hold on 115 go around 
2  pick up 40  turn around 78  pay off 116 walk out 
3  come back 41  take up 79  hold out 117 get through 
4  come up 42  look down 80  break up 118 hold back 
5  go back  43  put up 81  bring out 119 write down 
6  find out 44  bring back 82  pull back 120 move back 
7  come out 45  bring up 83  hang on 121 fill out 
8  go out 46  look out 84  build up 122 sit back 
9  point out 47  bring in 85  throw out 123 rule out 
10  grow up 48  open up 86  hang out 124 move up 
11  set up 49  check out 87  put on 125 pick out 
12  turn out 50  move on 88  get down 126 take down 
13  get out 51  put out 89  come over 127 get on 
14  come in  52  look around 90  move in 128 give back 
15  take on 53  catch up 91  start out 129 hand over 
16  give up 54  go in 92  call out 130 sum up 
17  make up 55  break down 93  sit up 131 move out 
18  end up 56  get off 94  turn down 132 come off 
19  get back 57  keep up 95  back up 133 pass on 
20  look up 58  put down 96  put back 134 take in 
21  figure out 59  reach out 97  send out 135 set down 
22  sit down 60  go off 98  get in 136 sort out 
23  get up 61  cut off 99  blow up 137 follow up 
24  take out 62  turn back 100  carry on 138 come through 
25  come on 63  pull up 101 set off 139 settle down 
26  go down 64  set out 102 keep on 140 come around 
27  show up 65  clean up 103 run out 141 fill in 
28  take off 66  shut down 104 make out 142 give out 
29  work out 67  turn over 105 shut up 143 give in 
30  stand up 68  slow down 106 turn off 144 go along 
31  come down 69  wind up 107 bring about 145 break off 
32  go ahead 70  turn up 108 step back 146 put off 
33  go up 71  line up 109 lay down 147 come about 
34  look back 72  take back 110 bring down 148 close down 
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35  wake up 73  lay out 111 stand out 149 put in 
36  carry out 74  go over 112 come along 150 set about 
37  take over 75  hang up 113 play out   
38  hold up 76  go through 114 break out   
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Appendix C. 
Standards for the data transcription in the corpus. 

1 The texts should be transcribed without any corrections and should remain 
authentic. No spelling mistakes or errors are corrected. 

2 All the metadata variables should be excluded from the text body 
3 Any struck-out texts should be discarded 
4 If there is a correction above a non-struck out word, the correct form should be 

transcribed. 
5 The teacher’s corrections and comments should be excluded 
6 When there is a doubtful form of a character which cannot be transcribed, the 

closer possible form to the correct form is transcribed. 
7 Inserting a new line (paragraph) only when it is clear. 
8 Any identity information (e.g. learner's name, contacts, postal address, emails, 

etc.) should be replaced with # (personal information deleted). 
9 Any text format, ornamentations, shape, illustration or underlined words or 

sentences drawn by the learner on the sheet should be excluded 

9



Appendix D. 
English phrasal verbs knowledge Test 

Part 

We are carrying out 

a study of students’ knowledge of phrasal verbs. To help us in our 
research please complete this test. 

Read each sentence carefully, and then write what you think the missing words (a phrasal 
verb) are, in the space next to the sentence. To help you, the first letter(s) of each word 
is/are shown. We have also given a definition for each phrasal verb after every sentence. 
Please make sure you read each definition carefully.  
There are 16 sentences. You have 6 minutes to finish this part. Good luck! 

Example sentences: 

# Sentence Answer

Parents should do their best to b… u…their children to be 

honest.        (raise) 

bring up

The reception in the garden was c…. o… because of a 

thunderstorm.      (canceled) 

cut off 

1 I hurt my back when I p..... u..... a heavy sofa and put it in the back 

of my truck.     (Get or take SB/STH from a place) 

2 My son is really good at m..... u…. jokes and funny stories.     (Invent) 

3 How did you f..... o…. about the company’s secret plans?     (Discover

STH) 
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4 Those who p…. the biggest effort i… will get the biggest reward.    

(Invest or devote so as to achieve STH)

5 Mike fell asleep in the seminar, so I poked him in the ribs and he 

w…… u…...      (Arise/ Stop sleeping) 

6 If we can’t finish the job today, we’ll stop and t…. it u… again in the 

morning.     (Discuss or deal with an issue) 

7 The dog could g…. o…. because I left the door open.     (Leave a room) 

8 Do you think the issues of getting more help will c… u…. at this 

week’s meeting?     (Bring forth or produce or arise) 

9 She came back late last night, but she could not g…. i….      (Go (or

make STH/SB go) inside a place)

10 Why don't you s…. u…. a meeting with our new clients?      (Arrange

for STH to happen or exist)

11 I’ve got a rotten tooth and my dentist is going to t…. it o…. 

tomorrow. (Remove STH/SB from somewhere) 

12 There is a police car outside the shop. Do you know what is g…. 

o….? (Happen, take place) 

13 They couldn’t g…. o…. of the building because of the bars on the 

window. (Leave a place) 

14 He said g…. u…. alcohol was the best thing he has ever done for 

himself. 

(Stop doing or having STH; quit)
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15 After hitting the iceberg, the ship began to g…. d….      (Move down to

a lower level or position)

16 The seminar t…. o…. better than we’d expected. It was a great 

success. (Produce an unexpected result) 

Part 2 

Read each sentence carefully, and then circle the word that best completes the blank space.  
Choose for each sentence the verb that in your opinion best fits the context and fill in that 
verb. Assume that these sentences have been written in normal, colloquial English. There is 
only one correct answer for each question. To help you, there is a definition for each 
phrasal verb after every sentence.  
There are 16 sentences. You have 6 minutes to finish the part. Good luck! 

Example sentences: 

# Sentence 

She ………... the laughter with great effort.    (repressed) 

held back held on held off held down 

This is amazing; …………. the good work!   (continue) 

Keep down Keep at Keep up Keep away 

1 Even when I have a day off, I …………. early. I can’t help waking up at 6 a.m.  (Rise

after lying in bed or sitting)

get up get around get along get ahead 
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2 Sorry I’m late. I got ……………. in a traffic jam.    (Delay or prevent the progression of

STH/SB)

held down held off held up held back 

3 The headache went away after I took the pills, but it’s just …………. again.    

(Return to a place)

come about come back come apart come away 

4 Joe’s worried about his son. He’s ……………. with street gangs.   (Spend time relaxing

or enjoying)

hanging up hanging around hanging out hanging on 

5 She feels better today, so she should be able to …………. to work tomorrow.    

(Return to a place)

go about go back go against go off 

6 He ……………. his cigarette before entering the building.       (Stop STH from burning)

put out put back put in put on 

7 She was born in India, but her family moved when she was a baby and she 

…………… in Canada.    (Get older) 

grew apart grew up grew into grew on 

8 John ……………. a few errors in the translation that we hadn’t noticed.   (Direct

attention toward STH)

point to point into point back pointed out 

9 Don't lend him any money; you'll never ……... it ……….      (Return)
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get about get across get back get off 

10 Chelsea Football Club …………... Liverpool in this week’s Match of the Day. Which 

team will you be going for?      (Undertake or handle) 

takes apart takes back takes on takes off 

11 She went into the bank and ………... with some money.      (Leave a place)

came out came away came off came on 

12 If you don’t study hard, you might ………… working in a job you don’t like.    

(Become or do something unplanned)

end with end in end out end up 

13 Let me know what time your flight …… and I’ll pick you up from the airport.    

(Enter a place or area)

comes away comes in comes with comes apart 

14 I didn't know the correct spelling, so I had to …. it …. in the dictionary. (Search) 

look at look after look up look out 

15 Let’s …………... that new website Jim found. It sounds really interesting.    (Have a

look at; examine STH)

check in check through check into check out 

16 The cost of airline tickets is ………. because of competition from budget airlines. 

(Decrease in value or amount)

going down going about going by going out 
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Part 3 

Read each sentence carefully, and then circle the word that best completes the blank space.  
Choose for each sentence the verb that in your opinion best fits the context and fill in that 
verb. Assume that these sentences have been written in normal, colloquial English. There is 
only one correct answer for each question.  
There are 32 sentences. You have 12 minutes to finish the part. Good luck! 

1 He invited us to …………..  the car and go for a ride with him. 

come along get in enter join 

2 We've ……. a meeting with some of our biggest clients, and all our marketing 

staff are going to be there. 

set up given out arranged revealed 

3 Peter’s going to the dentist to have his rotten tooth ……. 

removed broken down stopped taken out 

4 I watch the news on cable TV, so I will know what is ……. in the world. 

coming in going on happening entering 

5 She tried to ……. of the burning car but she could not open the door. 

get out pull back leave withdraw 

6 I ……. taking sugar in tea and coffee to lose weight. 

held back stopped refrained gave up 

7 She will ……. to Florida to see her parents. 
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find out discover go down travel 

8 The chocolate cake ……. much better than we’d expected. It was delicious. 

took in turned out appeared understood 

9 In my culture it is polite to ……. when someone enters a room. 

get up put on rise wear 

10 I was …… by the terrible traffic and arrived half an hour late for my 

appointment. 

looked up delayed searched held up 

11 We are having a great time in France. I hope we can……. again, next year. 

return move up come back lift 

12 Kids used to ……. in pool rooms and bowling alleys, but now they’re all online. 

hang out spend time turn up increase 

13 We will ……… to work after the break. 

figure out return understand go back 

14 It took the firemen over an hour to ……... the fire. 

show up extinguish put out appear 

15 Ben didn’t really ……. until he had a child and had to take responsibility. 

back up grow up get older prove 

16 He ……. that I only had two weeks to get the whole thing finished. 
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pointed out took off removed mentioned 

17 While you're in town, can you ………. my trousers from the Dry Cleaner? 

work out pick up take train 

18 They ………... an excuse for being late. 

made up put off invented delayed 

19 I went to the library to ………. all I could about the life and work of Bill Gates. 

go ahead discover proceed find out 

20 Kenny has been working very hard lately. He ……… ten hours of overtime last 

week. 

disappointed put in devoted let down 

21 I ………. at half past six this morning. 

carried out completed awoke woke up 

22 The committee will ………... the issue again when they’ve got more details. 

discuss take up show up appear 

23 Do you feel like staying home tonight or would you rather … and do 

something? 

cut off remove leave go out 

24 We will contact you if anything new………………….    

turns down refuses arises comes up 
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25 How will we ………. to the city if the road is closed? 

get back return break up divide 

26 Nobody was willing to ………... such an awful job. 

come over visit undertake take on 

27 I'm waiting for someone to ………… of that building. 

come out leave set out start 

28 We couldn't get tickets for Egypt so we ………. going to Turkey instead. 

got off ended up left decided 

29 Most trains are ………. at least half an hour late this evening. 

picking up entering coming in collecting 

30 Many people have to ………. the meaning of this word in the dictionary. 

keep up move search look up 

31 The girls like to hang out at the mall to ………. all the new clothes. 

check out examine shut down stop 

32 A company will fail if it allows the quality of its products to ………. 

decrease walk out go down leave 
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The Research Ethics Committee Letter of ethical Approval. 
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Appendix F. 
Personal information form 

Section A (Questionnaire) 

Study investigating knowledge of English 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study. To enable me to consider 
the relevance of factors like age, sex, knowledge of other languages etc., I 
have a few questions for you. As already mentioned in the consent form, all 
information in this study will be anonymous. Your identity will be kept 
confidential within the limits of the law; your name will not be used in reports 
on the data. Please provide answers to the following questions by ticking the 
boxes (     ) or filling in the blanks.

1. Your native language(s): □ Arabic □ other: ________

2. Are you: □ Female □ Male

3. Your age: □18-22    □ 22-26    □ 26-30

4. Nationality: □ Saudi □ Other: ________

5. English proficiency score: IELTS: _______TOEFL: ________Other:
________

6. Number of years you have attended English classes: _____ years.

7. Number of months you have lived in an English-speaking country:
_____ months.
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8. Other languages you speak fluently: _________ __________

Finally, we would like to thank you very much for your participation. We 
really appreciate your help and contribution to this study. Thanks a lot! 

If you would like to know more about the results of the study, please do not 
hesitate to contact us via email: *** 
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Appendix G. 
Oxford Quick Placement Test 

Oxford Quick Placement Test Section B 
(Oxford University Press and University of Cambridge Local Examinations 

Syndicate) 

There are 60 sentences. You have 20 minutes to finish this part. Good luck! 
Question 1 – 5  

• Where can you see these notices?
• For questions 1 to 5, mark one letter A,B or C on your Answer Sheet.

1. YOU CAN LOOK, BUT DON'T TOUCH THE PICTURES

A► in an office  B► in a cinema  C► in a museum

2. PLEASE GIVE THE RIGHT MONEY TO THE DRIVER
A► in a bank  B► on a bus  C► in a cinema

3. NO PARKING PLEASE
A► in a street B► on a book C► on a table 

4. CROSS BRIDGE FOR TRAINS TO EDINBURGH
A► in a bank  B► in a garage C► in a station 

5. KEEP IN A COLD PLACE

A► on clothes B►on furniture C► on food 
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Question 6 –10 

• In this section you must choose the word which best fits each space in the text
below.
• For questions 6 to 10, mark one letter A, B, or C on your Answer Sheet

THE STARS 
There are millions of stars in the sky. If you look (6)...............the sky on a clear night, it is 

possible to see about 3000 stars. They look small, but they are really (7)..............big hot balls 
of burning gas. Some of them are huge, but others are much smaller, like our planet Earth. 
The biggest stars are very bright, but they only live for a short time. Every day new stars 
(8)..........born and old stars die. All the stars are very far away. The light from the nearest 
star takes more (9)..........four years to reach Earth. Hundreds of years ago, people 
(10)............stars, like the North Star, to know which direction to travel in. Today you can 
still see that star. 6. 

A► at  B► up C► on 
7.  
A► very B► too C► much 
8.  
A► is  B► be C► are 
9.  
A► that  B► of C► than 
10.  
A► use  B► used C► using 
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Question 11 - 15 

• In this section you must choose the word which best fits each space in the texts.
• For questions 11 to 20, mark one letter A, B, C or D on your Answer Sheet.

Good smiles ahead for young teeth 

Older Britons are the worst in Europe when it comes to keeping their teeth. But British 
youngsters (11)............more to smile about because (12).............teeth are among the best. 
Almost 80% of Britons over 65 have lost all or some (13).............their teeth according to a 
World Health Organisation survey. Eating too (14)............sugar is part of the problem. 
Among (15)............, 12-year-olds have on average only three missing, decayed or filled 
teeth. 11. 

A► getting B► got C► have D► having 
12.  
A► their  B► his C► them D► theirs 
13.  
A► from  B► of C► among D►between 
14.  
A► much  B► lot C► many D►deal 
15.  
A► person B► people C► children D►family 
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Question 16 - 20 

Christopher Columbus and the New World 
On August 3, 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain to find a new 

route to India, China and Japan. At this time most people thought you would fall 
off the edge of the world if you sailed too far. Yet sailors such as Columbus had 
seen how a ship appeared to get lower and lower on the horizon as it sailed away. 
For Columbus this (16)...........that the world was round. He (17)...........to his men 
about the distance travelled each day. He did not want them to think that he did 
not (18)............exactly where they were going. (19).............., on October 12, 1492, 
Columbus and his men landed on a small island he named San Salvador.  

Columbus believed he was in Asia, (20).............he was actually in the Caribbean. 16. 
A► made B► pointed C► was D► proved 
17. 
A► lied B► told C► cheated D► asked 
18. 
A► find B► know C► think D►expect 
19. 
A► Next B► Secondly C► Finally D►Once 
20. 
A► as B► but C► because D►if 
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Question 21 - 30 
• In this section you must choose the word or phrase which best completes each
sentence.
• For questions 21 to 40, mark one letter A, B, C or D on your Answer Sheet.

21. The children won´t go to sleep.......we leave a light on outside their bedroom. 
A► except B►otherwie   C► unless D► but 
22. I´ll give you my spare keys in case you.........home before me. 
A► would get B► got C► will get D► get 
23. My holiday in Paris gave me a great..........to improve my French accent. 
A► occasion B► chance C► hope D► possibility 
24. The singer ended the concert...........her most popular song. 
A► by B► with C► in D► as 
25. Because it had not rained for several months, there was a............of water. 
A► shortage B► drop C► scare D► waste 
26. I´ve always.............you as my best friend. 
A► regarded B► thought C► meant D► supposed 
27. She came to live here............a month ago. 
A► quite B► beyond C► already D► almost 
28. Don´t make such a..........! The dentist is only going to look at your teeth. 
A► fuss B► trouble C► worry D► reaction 
29. He spent a long time looking for a tie which..........with his new shirt. 
A► fixed B► made C► went D► wore 
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30. Fortunately,.........from a bump on the head, she suffered no serious injuries from
her fall. 

A► other  B► except C► besides D► apart 
Question 31 – 40 
31. She had changed so much that.........anyone recognized her. 
A► almost B► hardly C► not D► nearly 
32. ..........teaching English, she also writes children´s books.
A► Moreover B► As well as C► In addition D► Apart 
33. It was clear that the young couple were.........of taking charge of the restaurant. 
A► responsible B► reliable C► capable D►able 
34. The book.........of ten chapters, each one covering a different topic. 
A► comprises B► includes C► consists D►contains 
35. Mary was disappointed with her new shirt as the colour...........very quickly. 
A► bleached B► died C► vanished D►faded 
36. National leaders from all over the world are expected to attend the......meeting. 
A► peak B► summit C► top D► apex 
37. Jane remained calm when she won the lottery and......about her business as if 

nothing had happened. 
A► came B► brought C► went D►moved 
38. I suggest we.........outside the stadium tomorrow at 8.30. 
A► meeting B► meet C► met D►will meet 
39. My remarks were..........as a joke, but she was offended by them. 
A► pretended B► thought C► meant D►supposed 
40. You ought to take up swimming for the..........of your health. 
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A► concern B► relief C► sake D►cause 

Questions 41 – 45 
• In this section you must choose the word which best fits each space in the texts.
• For questions 41 to 45, mark one letter A, B, C or D on your Answer Sheet.

CLOCKS 

The clock was the first complex mechanical machinery to enter the home, 
(41)………..it was too expensive for the (42)……….person until the 19th century, 

when (43)……….production techniques lowered the price. 
Watches were also developed, but they (44)……….luxury items until 1868, When 

the first cheap pocket watch was designed in Switzerland. Watches later became 
(45)………available, and Switzerland became the world´s leading watch 
manufacturing centre for the next 100 years.  

41. 
A► despite  B► although C► otherwise D► average 
42.  
A► average B► medium C► general D► common 
43.  
A► vast  B► large C► wide D► mass 
44.  
A► lasted  B► endured C► kept D► remained 
45.  
A► mostly  B► chiefly C► greatly D► widely 
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Questions 46 - 50 

Dublin City Walks 
What better way of getting to know a new city than by walking around it? Whether 

you choose the Medieval Walk, which will (46)……….you to the city as it was 1000 years 
ago, find out about the more (47)……….history of the city on the Eighteenth Century 
Walk, or meet the ghosts of Dublin´s many writers on The Literary Walk, we know you 
will enjoy the experience.  Dublin City Walks (48)..……..twice daily. Meet your guide at 
10.30 a.m. or 2.30 p.m. at the Tourist Information Office. No advance (49)………..is 
necessary. Special (50)………are available for families, children and parties of more than 
ten people. 

46.  
A► introduce  B► present C► move D► show 
47.  
A► near  B► late C► recent D► close 
48.  
A► take place B► occur C► work D► function 
49.  
A► paying  B► reserving C► warning D► booking 
50.  
A► funds  B► costs C► fees D► rates 
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Question 51– 60 
• In this section you must choose the word or phrase which best completes each
sentence.
• For questions 51 to 60, mark one letter A, B, C or D on your Answer Sheet.

51. If you´re not too tired we could have a……..of tennis after lunch. 
A► match B► play C► game D► party 

52. Don´t you get tired………watching TV every night? 
A► with B► by C► of D► at 

53. Go on, finish the dessert. It needs………up because it won´t stay fresh. 
A► eat B► eating C► to eat D► eaten 

54. We´re not used to……….invited to very formal occasions. 

A► be B► have C► being D► having 
55. I´d rather we……….meet this evening, because I´m very tired. 

A► wouldn´t B► shouldn´t C► hadn´t D►didn´t 
56. She obviously didn´t want to discuss the matter so I didn´t……..the point. 

A► maintain B► chase C► follow D► pursue 
57. Anyone………after the start of the play is not allowed in until the interval.

A► arrives B► has arrived C► arriving D► arrived 

58. This new magazine is ………...with interesting stories and useful information. 
A► full B► packed C► thick D► compiled 

59. The restaurant was far too noisy to be………to relaxed conversation. 
A► conducive B► suitable C► practical D► fruitful 

60. In this branch of medicine, it is vital to ………..open to new ideas. 

A► stand B► continue C► hold D► remain 
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Appendix H. 

Measuring the proficiency level of the learners. 

NO. Number Gender The score Proficiency level 
1 4003045 Male 32 B1 
2 3612998 Male 35 B1 
3 4028803 Male 37 B1 
4 4001949 Male 33 B1 
5 4002164 Male 37 B1 
6 4001866 Male 44 B2 
7 4001593 Male 32 B1 
8 4029489 Male 36 B1 
9 4028944 Male 36 B1 

10 4002676 Male 38 B1 
11 4000736 Male 32 B1 
12 4000352 Male 33 B1 
13 4001308 Male 32 B1 
14 4005037 Male 39 B1 
15 4003286 Male 42 B2 
16 4002186 Male 30 B1 
17 4000025 Male 35 B1 
18 4003195 Male 33 B1 
19 3929365 Male 33 B1 
20 4002095 Male 32 B1 
21 3611727 Male 34 B1 
22 4000847 Male 37 B1 
23 4028181 Male 39 B1 
24 4001878 Male 32 B1 
25 4028797 Male 34 B1 
26 4001078 Male 32 B1 
27 4001449 Male 33 B1 
28 4000091 Male 32 B1 
29 4002629 Male 39 B1 
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30 4000410 Male 38 B1 
31 4000625 Male 39 B1 
32 4000021 Male 36 B1 
33 4003425 Male 34 B1 
34 4002792 Male 33 B1 
35 4001596 Male 33 B1 
36 4001790 Male 38 B1 
37 3900316 Male 39 B1 
38 3705117 Male 33 B1 
39 4001151 Male 32 B1 
40 4001691 Male 36 B1 
41 4002300 Male 36 B1 
42 4028858 Male 36 B1 
43 4003292 Male 33 B1 
44 4028503 Male 32 B1 
45 4000305 Male 32 B1 
46 4000726 Male 35 B1 
47 4000207 Male 33 B1 
48 4029316 Male 33 B1 
49 4002845 Male 34 B1 
50 4002098 Male 33 B1 
51 4003230 Male 32 B1 
52 4002171 Male 39 B1 
53 4003332 Male 33 B1 
54 4002616 Male 34 B1 
55 4000586 Male 37 B1 
56 4000262 Male 35 B1 
57 4003305 Male 33 B1 
58 4000113 Male 35 B1 
59 4001488 Male 33 B1 
60 3901390 Male 34 B1 
61 4003521 Male 34 B1 
62 4000619 Male 18 A2 
63 4000833 Male 20 A2 
64 3414070 Male 22 A2 
65 4001932 Male 20 A2 
66 3902092 Male 26 A2 
67 4005953 Male 19 A2 
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68 3903173 Male 15 A1 
69 4002597 Male 18 A2 
70 4003296 Male 18 A2 
71 4028322 Male 24 A2 
72 4000724 Male 22 A2 
73 3902824 Male 21 A2 
74 4002184 Male 19 A2 
75 4000645 Male 25 A2 
76 4002987 Male 21 A2 
77 4000472 Male 20 A2 
78 4002824 Male 23 A2 
79 4000720 Male 18 A2 
80 3900088 Male 25 A2 
81 4002603 Male 10 A1 
82 4003409 Male 18 A2 
83 4000700 Male 23 A2 
84 4001307 Male 19 A2 
85 4006171 Male 20 A2 
86 3902479 Male 20 A2 
87 3929612 Male 21 A2 
88 4001299 Male 17 A1 
89 4028650 Male 22 A2 
90 4028809 Male 21 A2 
91 3900107 Male 21 A2 
92 4028456 Male 26 A2 
93 4028527 Male 15 A1 
94 4028480 Male 22 A2 
95 4000919 Male 24 A2 
96 4029672 Male 19 A2 
97 4005194 Male 21 A2 
98 4000790 Male 23 A2 
99 4004949 Male 19 A2 

100 4028769 Male 26 A2 
101 4001602 Male 19 A2 
102 4028467 Male 17 A1 
103 4028312 Male 20 A2 
104 3904182 Male 20 A2 
105 4029265 Male 21 A2 
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106 4000422 Male 26 A2 
107 4000515 Male 18 A2 
108 4000372 Male 20 A2 
109 4028020 Male 19 A2 
110 4006151 Male 18 A2 
111 4028349 Male 26 A2 
112 4002877 Male 15 A1 
113 4002976 Male 20 A2 
114 4015822 Male 19 A2 
115 4012845 Male 20 A2 
116 3002657 Male 25 A2 
117 4008746 Male 24 A2 
118 4026864 Male 22 A2 
119 4003576 Male 23 A2 
120 4008654 Male 22 A2 
121 3611256 Male 20 A2 
122 4028654 Male 26 A2 
123 4004678 Male 20 A2 
124 4001876 Male 22 A2 
125 4007346 Female 23 A2 
126 4001964 Female 22 A2 
127 4028533 Female 18 A2 
128 4029533 Female 20 A2 
129 4001235 Female 22 A2 
130 4007543 Female 20 A2 
131 4001754 Female 26 A2 
132 4025565 Female 19 A2 
133 4009065 Female 20 A2 
134 4001048 Female 15 A1 
135 4001834 Female 22 A2 
136 4019743 Female 21 A2 
137 4002238 Female 19 A2 
138 3929678 Female 25 A2 
139 4001132 Female 21 A2 
140 3611767 Female 20 A2 
141 4000926 Female 23 A2 
142 4028188 Female 18 A2 
143 4018654 Female 25 A2 
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144 4082326 Female 20 A2 
145 4001975 Female 21 A2 
146 4021449 Female 22 A2 
147 4002291 Female 25 A2 
148 4012629 Female 24 A2 
149 4018410 Female 20 A2 
150 4000232 Female 21 A2 
151 4000099 Female 17 A1 
152 4009854 Female 23 A2 
153 4002792 Female 20 A2 
154 4028887 Female 18 A2 
155 4011790 Female 20 A2 
156 3902316 Female 22 A2 
157 3708654 Female 20 A2 
158 4012985 Female 26 A2 
159 4022556 Female 19 A2 
160 4032310 Female 26 A2 
161 4027554 Female 22 A2 
162 4013454 Female 22 A2 
163 4028503 Female 19 A2 
164 4000455 Female 19 A2 
165 4000766 Female 22 A2 
166 4000243 Female 15 A1 
167 4025464 Female 18 A2 
168 4012845 Female 21 A2 
169 4032098 Female 38 B1 
170 4013230 Female 39 B1 
171 4022171 Female 44 B2 
172 4003454 Female 38 B1 
173 4032636 Female 38 B1 
174 4043586 Female 39 B1 
175 4003262 Female 36 B1 
176 4034505 Female 37 B1 
177 4034213 Female 37 B1 
178 4024543 Female 37 B1 
179 3906542 Female 39 B1 
180 4016521 Female 43 B2 
181 4024519 Female 37 B1 
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182 4024423 Female 38 B1 
183 3426570 Female 38 B1 
184 4015632 Female 36 B1 
185 3905743 Female 37 B1 
186 4015343 Female 37 B1 
187 3903753 Female 36 B1 
188 4036437 Female 33 B1 
189 4009984 Female 36 B1 
190 4021982 Female 36 B1 
191 4000777 Female 38 B1 
192 3902232 Female 35 B1 
193 4009655 Female 34 B1 
194 4010645 Female 34 B1 
195 4032987 Female 38 B1 
196 4036532 Female 33 B1 
197 4025544 Female 37 B1 
198 4015630 Female 38 B1 
199 3904898 Female 36 B1 
200 4032603 Female 42 B2 
201 4018765 Female 33 B1 
202 4023855 Female 32 B1 
203 4018765 Female 38 B1 
204 4019997 Female 33 B1 
205 3902579 Female 36 B1 
206 3929512 Female 34 B1 
207 4001434 Female 36 B1 
208 4028775 Female 38 B1 
209 4022869 Female 35 B1 
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The distribution of the participants based on gender and level of proficiency. 

Gender Proficiency level No. of participants % 
Female Beginner 41 21.0% 
Female Lower Intermediate 38 19.5% 
Male Beginner 57 29.2% 
Male Lower Intermediate 59 30.3% 
Total - 195 100% 
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Appendix I. 

Shapiro-Wilk analyses and visual inspection of histograms. 

Part 1 

Test of normality for the productive task 
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Part 2  

Test of normality for the receptive task 
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Part 3  

Test of normality for the avoidance task. 
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Appendix J. 

Lexical Verbs in the corpus. 

N VERB f N VERB f N VERB f 
1 get 8 21 crawl 1 41 run 1 
2 go 8 22 dress 1 42 save 1 
3 come  5 23 drop 1 43 send 1 
4 take 4 24 end 1 44 settle 1 
5 bring 3 25 fall 1 45 share 1 
6 look 3 25 figure 1 46 show 1 
7 put 3 27 find 1 47 shut 1 
8 turn 3 28 fly 1 48 sit 1 
9 break 2 29 grow 1 49 stand 1 

10 give 2 30 hang 1 50 step 1 
11 keep 2 31 heat 1 51 sum 1 
12 pass 2 32 kick 1 52 text 1 
13 stay  2 33 lie 1 53 throw 1 
14 write 2 34 live 1 54 try 1 
15 blow 1 35 lock 1 55 wake 1 
16 breathe 1 36 make 1 56 warm 1 
17 call 1 37 mix 1 57 watch 1 
18 calm 1 38 move 1 58 work 1 
19 check 1 39 pick 1 
20 clean 1 40 return 1 
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Appendix K. 

All the PVs in the corpus. 

N PV f N PV f N PV f 
1 wake up 174 33 come in 3 65 breathe out 1 
2 come back 73 34 figure out 2 66 clean out 1 
3 get up 69 35 end up 2 67 bring out 1 
4 go out 62 36 look up 2 68 show up 1 
5 go back 57 37 stand up 2 69 go up 1 
6 grow up 29 38 lie down 2 70 save up 1 
7 give up 20 39 calm down 2 71 step up 1 
8 stay away 14 40 fall down 2 72 blow up 1 
9 sit down 13 41 write down 2 73 warm up 1 
10 sum up 12 42 give back 2 74 put up 1 
11 get out 11 43 take back 2 75 shut down 1 
12 put on 11 44 write back 2 76 go down 1 
13 find out 9 45 get off 2 77 settle down 1 
14 work out 8 46 move in 2 78 bring back 1 
15 pick up 8 47 look forward 2 79 text back 1 
16 get back 8 48 go together 2 80 return back 1 
17 hang out 7 49 mix together 2 81 call off 1 
18 turn off 6 50 bring together 2 82 get along 1 
19 go on 6 51 take away 2 83 take along 1 
20 come out 5 52 get away 2 84 come over 1 
21 take out 4 53 run out 1 85 get through 1 
22 dress up 4 54 watch out 1 86 go through 1 
23 turn on 4 55 drop out 1 87 come on 1 

24 get together 4 56 send out 1 88 pass by 1 

25 keep away 4 57 kick out 1 89 stick together 1 
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26 go away 4 58 pass out 1 90 crawl away 1 
27 look out 3 59 throw out 1 91 fly away 1 
28 make up 3 60 check out 1 92 put away 1 
29 stay up 3 61 share out 1 93 lock way 1 
30 keep up 3 62 try out 1 
31 heat up 3 63 turn out 1 
32 break down 3 64 break out 1 
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Appendix L. 

Titles of the essays used in the corpus. 

1- The most important technology and its advantages and disadvantages.

2- Inventions that changed our life.
3- How to keep healthy.

4- Advantages and disadvantages of traveling.
5- Internet and its advantages and disadvantages.

6- Advantages and disadvantages of watching TV.
7- Parents are the best teachers; do you agree or disagree?

8- Smoking should be banned in public; do you agree or disagree?

9- Advantages and disadvantages of using Mobile phones.
10- Advantages and disadvantages of Video games

11- Fast food should be banned in schools, do you agree or disagree?
12- What do you think is the right age of getting married and why?

13- Teaching sign language in public school, do you agree or disagree?
14- Advantages and disadvantages of using electrical cars.

15- Talk about one of the bad, or happy, or embarrassing or scary or dangerous experience
you have had.

16- Is it ok to lie and what makes people lie?
17- Talk about your first day in the school, or university.

18- Talk about your first day in a foreign country.
19- Talk about your last holida.

20- Describe your country to someone visiting it.

21- Talk about your dreams and hopes.
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22- Talk about a special gift you have received.

23- Write about your best friend.
24- Write about your house.

25- Talk about a person you know very well.
26- Write about the new Important changes in Saudi Arabia.

27- Talk about your life and daily routine.
28- How to quit smoking?

29- How to succeed in college?

30- Talk about your Favorite movie.
31- Talk about Your favorite place to relax in Saudi Arabia.

32- Talk about your mother or father.
33- Introduce yourself.

34- Talk about your favorite food and how to make it.
35- Describe your city.

36- Talk about a nice trip you did.

37- Talk about your favorite singer or actor.
38- Talk about your favorite hobby.

39- How does wedding look like in your country.

6767



Appendix M. 

Literal PVs in the corpus. 

N PV f N PV f N PV f N PV f 
1 wake up 174 21 go away 4 41 take away 2 61 text back 1 
2 come back 73 22 stay up 3 42 get away 2 62 return back 1 
3 get up 69 23 keep up 3 43 send out 1 63 get along 1 
4 go out 62 24 heat up 3 44 throw out 1 64 take along 1 
5 go back 57 25 come in 3 45 check out 1 65 come over 1 
6 grow up 29 26 end up 2 46 share out 1 66 get through 1 
7 stay away 14 27 stand up 2 47 try out 1 67 go through 1 
8 sit down 13 28 lie down 2 48 breathe out 1 68 pass by 1 
9 get out 11 29 calm down 2 49 clean out 1 69 stick together 1 
10 put on 11 30 fall down 2 50 bring out 1 70 crawl away 1 
11 find out 9 31 write down 2 51 show up 1 71 fly away 1 
12 pick up 8 32 give back 2 52 go up 1 72 put away 1 
13 get back 8 33 take back 2 53 save up 1 73 lock away 1 
14 turn off 6 34 write back 2 54 step up 1 74 
15 come out 5 35 get off 2 55 blow up 1 75 
16 take out 4 36 move in 2 56 warm up 1 76 
17 dress up 4 37 look forward 2 57 shut down 1 77 
18 turn on 4 38 go together 2 58 go down 1 78 
19 get together 4 39 mix together 2 59 settle down 1 79 
20 keep away 4 40 bring together 2 60 bring back 1 80 
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Appendix N. 

Figurative PVs in the corpus. 

N PV f N PV f 
1 give up 20 11 run out 1 
2 sum up 12 12 watch out 1 
3 work out 8 13 drop out 1 
4 hang out 7 14 come on 1 
5 go on 6 15 call off 1 
6 look out 3 16 put up 1 
7 make up 3 17 break out 1 
8 break down 3 18 turn out 1 
9 figure out 2 19 pass out 1 
10 look up 2 20 kick out 1 
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frequency IN RB  RP TO JJ NN NNS VV VVP NP
validated 
particles 

aback 0 0 0 0 0
aboard 0 0 0 0 0
about 696 575 121 0 0
above 6 5 1 0 0
across 4 4 0 0 0
after 568 540 28 0 0
ahead 0 0 0 0 0
along 3 1 0 2 2
apart 0 0 0 0 0
around 123 93 12 18 0
aside 0 0 0 0 0
astray 0 0 0 0 0
asunder 0 0 0 0 0
away 47 1 36 11 30
back 224 0 199 0 11 10 3 1 147
behind 4 4 0 0 0
by 300 293 7 0 1
counter 1 0 0 0 1 0
down 41 0 9 31 1 27
forth 1 0 1 0 0
forward 4 0 4 0 2
forwards 0 0 0 0 0
home 299 0 43 251 5 0
in 3529 3493 32 4 1 5
off 14 2 2 10 9
on 732 721 7 4 22
out 154 13 10 131 126
over 38 25 5 8 1
past 43 7 0 0 16 20 0
round 0 0 0 0 0
through 42 42 0 0 2
to 5553 2265 0 0 3288 0
together 64 0 64 0 11
under 22 22 0 0 0
up 373 13 60 299 1 341
TOTAL 12885 8119 641 518 726

source: https://www.sketchengine.eu/english-treetagger-pipeline-2/

Key: IN=preposition/subordinating conjunction, RB=adverb, RP=particle, TO=to, JJ=adjective, NN=noun singular or mass, 
NNS=noun plural, VV=verb base form, VVP=verb, present, not 3rd person, NP=proper noun singular 

Appendix O.
Potential adverbial particles in SLEC. 

Frequency of selected forms in SLEC with frequency of POS tags assigned by TreeTagger and frequency 
of ultimately validated particles
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