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Digital Turn in Hanzi Teaching from the
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Abstract

The unique linguistic features of Hanzi often pose challenges for learners of Global
Chinese. A variety of research has been carried out on teaching and learning Hanzi
throughout history, both in China and abroad, ranging from rote memorisation in early
days to integrating students’ creativity in repetitive practices nowadays. There have also
been ongoing debates over whether Hanzi courses should be a ‘single-track” or ‘dual-
track’ design, which indicates the equal importance of authenticity and flexibility in the
design of teaching materials. With the advancement of digital technology and the
education sector upgrading to 4.0, the teaching and learning of Hanzi must urgently
undergo digital transformation. This article focuses on the practices of overseas scholars
in teaching Hanzi in a global Chinese environment, analysing the application of
different writing modes from both theoretical and empirical perspectives. Highlighting
the imperative of shifting from handwriting to e-writing, it uses the book Teaching
Chinese Characters in the Digital Age, published in 2024, as a case study to showcase

cutting-edge research and future trends in the digitalisation of Hanzi pedagogies.
Keywords

Hanzi; International Chinese Language Education; digital turn
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